


























CANNEL COAL, 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 1818. Cannel 

Coal was then littleused in London: after surmounting 
much opposition, it has become the principal Cannel 
Coal used,in the Metropolis, and has greatly assisted 
in improving the London gas, Its joint products of 
gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, 
make it one of she most economical coals known. Itis 
used by all tl.e London Gas Companies, as well as by 
many Proviucial and Foreign. The Crystal Palace was 
a from it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 

imes Orfice, are at present. 

FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 

FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. 
established in 1804, 

RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, 

Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 

Address G. H, Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 


April 27, 1854. 
FOREMAN WANTED. 


WANTED, by the Cardiff Gaslight 
_ and COKE COMPANY, a person practically 
acquainted with every department in the manufacture 
of gas, to take the SUPERINTEN DENCE of the Work- 
men, under the direction of the Engineer. 

He will be required to reside upon the premises, and 
will be provided with a good house, rent free; also 
coals and gas for his own use. 

Any further information may be obtained from the 
undersigned, to whom applications, enclosing testimo- 
nials, must be addressed, stating the amount of salary 
required. HENRY Bowen, Engineer, 

Gas-Works, Cardiff, Sept. 10, 1857. 


Manufactory 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


‘BoRNHOPE GAS COALS.—Parties 


wanting a supply of these FIRST-CLASS GAS 
COALS, which are extensively used by the London, 
Provincial, and Foreign Gas Companies, will please 
apply to Mr. M. C, Dixon, 5, Broad Chare, New- 
CASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


TP AR.— The Directors of the Western 
GASLIGHT COMPANY (Limited) are prepared 
to receive TENDERS for the TAR to be produced at 
the Company’s Works, Kensall Green (on the Grand 
Junction Canal), during one year, commencing on the 
j Oth day of October next. The ‘Tenders should be at 
the Company’s Office before 11 o’clock on Thursday, 
| the 24th day of September instant. By order, i 
S. BARBER, Secretary, 
28, Argyll Street, Kegent Street, London. 
Sept. 10, 1857. 
DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
' AND CEMENTS. 
YOUNG & ALLEN, 


MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 
NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 


Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE aPPLICA- 
TION OF HEAT, and consequently becoming sounder 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen’s DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the linings of fur- 
haces exposed to high temperatures, and are well known 
in the London and other Gas-works. They can be 
forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

Prices on application as above. 


Elcuton MOOR GAS COALS— 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
NEsBIT, EIGHTON Moor Orrick, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. _ These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
= ~~ They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 

8. » 











WILLIAM RYDER, 
GENERAL MINERAL AND METAL AGENT AND MERCHANT, 
4, DEAN STREET, 
| NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
: | is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every description, in- 


j cluding Cast and Wrought lron Goods, Coals, Fire- 
Br'cks, Retorts, &c. &c. . . Per 





Any communications addressed to him as above shall 
have.prompt attention. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOS. COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “*Gas 
ReETorTs and OTHER OBJECTS in Fire CLAY.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex~ 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. s 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay S1pE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 








JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First: Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. : 

The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself 
altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes 
in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


WANTED, for a Town in Holland, 
a Competent Man to MANAGE the ERECTION 
and WORKING of a small GAS-WORK,. Apply, 
with references, for particulars to Messrs. BRYAN, 
M‘CRACKEN and Co., Three Indian King’s Court, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WANTED, a Situation as Gas-fitter, 
&e., or MANAGER of a small Gas-work, by a 
practical man, of upwards of 20 years’ experience in 
every department of the process of Gas-making and 
Distribution, both internal and external. Address 
W. P., Post Office, Dartford, KENT. 


ANTED, a Situation as Foreman 
STOKER in a large, or MANAGER of a small, 
Gas-work, by a person who has had twelve years’ expe= 
rience in a similar capacity, and who can offer the best 
references as to capability. Address D. C., 45, Mar- 
sham Street, Westminster, LONDON. 














TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ANTED, by a thorough practical 
Man, aged 30, a rmanent Situation as 
MANAGER of a small Gas-work, WORKING FORE- 
MAN, GASFITTER, or in any similar capacity. He 
is a first-rate Fitter, and has had considerable experi- 
ence, practically, in the manufacture of gas, erection of 
works, main-laying, meter repairing, &c. Good testi- 
mouials from English and Continental masters. Apply, 
stating terms, to “Gaz,” JOURNAL OF Gas LIGHTING 
Office. No objection to the Continent. 
AR and GAS-WATER Wanted.— 
Particulars to Messrs. H1LLs and Co., Warsash, 
SOUTHAMPTON. 





LESMAHAGO GAS COAL: 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 
of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- 
pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 
at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 

Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Co., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J.H. Jones, 
1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London, 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, WEsT GEORGE STREET. 


5, 1857. [ 





Subscription { 15s.in Advance] Price 8d. 
per Ann. 18s. Credit. Unstamped. 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 








TO GAS COMPANIES, 

A BARGAIN. ‘ 
For SALE, a Cast-Iron Tank, built 
by LOSH and CO. in 1842; in excellent condition, 
36 feet 4 inches in diameter, by 18 feet deep. Also, the 
Gasholder, Guide-Columns, and Valves, in connexion 

with the tank, 

Application to be made to Mr. ALFRED H. Woop, 

General Manager, Gas Company’s Office, HasTINGs. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 


&e. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs, 
Cuaistie and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SouTHWARK, 


TO GAS COMPANIES, MERCHANTS, AND 
OTHERS. 


EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
Originally established in 1833, 
Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, i and 
articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, 

or Steam. 

E. D. had the honour of receiving the 

PRIZE MEDAL 

awarded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the 
GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
the latter date has supplied many towns exclusively 
with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 

A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 
has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made 
at the above-named Works, and several others with 
populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation 
now acquired induces this notice to the public. 

Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from 
one to three hundred thousand feet. 
HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 
to resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, ex- 
tensively manufactured. 

STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE, 
of the best possible description. 

Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure 
before leaving the Works, 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 


MR. KERBY, 
GAS ENGINEER, &c., 
NOTTINGHAM. 


AMMONIA. 

Mr. KERBY is prepared to design Apparatusfor the 
Manufacture of Sulphate, Muriate, or Carbonate of 
Ammonia. 

He would call the attention of Gas Managers to the 
importance of converting their comparatively unsale- 
able “‘ Ammoniacal Liquor ” into an article easily dis- 
posed of. 

Gas or Water-Works surveyed for alterations or 
enlargement. Plans, Specifications, &c., on strictly 
moderate terms. 











References. 
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CROSLEY & CO, 0 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


. : 
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SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH'’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


| 

By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF THEM HAVE BEEN FIXED, AND 
ARE NOW AT WORK, and numerous Testimonials from eminent Gas Engineers, expressive of their approbation of them, may be seen at the Manufacturers’. | 
Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements | 


























| 


| 


er GEES 





of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &e. &c., similar to those use « 
Mr, King, of Liverpool. | 
C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and confidential | 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret | 
of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work, 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use. 





By Her Majesty’s Royal. Lettre Patent. 
JAMES $4 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, as well as in Gas Distribution. | 


| 
| 
7, SNOW HILL, ann GILTSPUR STREET, LONDON. | 
| 











ESTABLISHED 1836. 
PATRONIZED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF THE PROVINCIAL TOWNS. 


In the accompanying Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. MEACOCK’s 
patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his ImproveD } 
Parent Dry Meter. Instead of using the soldering iron for the pur- 
pose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between 
two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to receive it, 
the outward rim of which and screw-heads are shown in the drawing. 

The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as 
well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in 
not rising from its facing will be very apparent to the practical Gas 
Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. 

J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice 
of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby 
to receive the same encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him 
in respect of his Improved Water-Meter, which has been patronized 
by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most of the Provincial 
Gas-works, 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in pre- 
ference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to 
their wishes, J. M. has been induced to apply himself to the produc- 
tion of a Dry Meter, for which he has obtained Her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent. 

Very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of 
the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming 
in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. 
has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather 
being secured by two flat metal rings, between which it is screwed, 
riveted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being 
avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its repair 
when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be ap- 
plied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame to j 
which it had previously been screwed up sound, In the sm 
Dry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from ’ 
defective sebea which tilt or rise from their facings: the slide-valve J. MEACOCK’S IMPROVED } 
of this Patent Dry Meter will not allow any carbonaceous matter WET METER. | 
common to coal gas to tilt or lift the slide from its facings, and hence 1 








no variation. The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas 
Companies are subject, have at all times made it desirable to have 
them of the best materials and workmanship. J. M. begs leave to , 
assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing 
but the stoutest materials for cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, 
and best foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but 
first-class workmen employed in their construction (the properties 
which his Improved Water-Meter is well known to possess, and 
which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly 
} carried out in his Parent Dry Meter. ‘ 
: In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is 
OLD VALVE OFTHE ORDINARY pa to - a guarantee - — > same in aes Sree = 
charge, tor three years, and allow the customary discount 0’ he | 
DRY GAS-METER. origiual list price. PATENT DRY METER, | 


Wet Gas-Meters Repaired and Recozstructed with J. Meacock’s Modern Improvements, 1 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL, 






































Sept. 15, 1857.] 


CONTENTS. 
— PAGE 
Leading Articles :— 
Notes upon Passing Events.. — = oe ~_ -_ ee 429 
Circular to Gas Companies .. oe ee oe oe ee ee 430 


Communicated Articles :— 
Note upon the Electric Light, and its actual Cost, compared with the 
cost of Gas, Oil, or Candle Light oe “eo os oe e. 431 
Correspondence :— 
Sale of the Effects of the Dartford Local Board of Health .. ee 432 
The Lambeth District Board of Works and the First Commissioner of 
Works oe ee oe oe oe ee ee oo oo 432 
Register of New Patents :— 
Danré, Mouillard, and Mercicr’s Improved Method of, and Apparatus 





for, Heating by Gas a ee a an oe oe 432 
Bower's Improvements in Apparatus for Manufacturing Gas .. e+ 432 

| Provisional Protections .. te és on os ne -. 433 
| Notices of Intention to Proceed .. oe os ee - -- 433 


Miscellaneous News :— 





Meeting of the United General Gas Company .. ee ee o» 433 
Meeting of the Cork Gas Consumers’ Company .. ee oe oe 439 
| Public Lighting in Bristol .. ee eo oe ee oo -- 438 
| The Gas and Water Question at Birkenhead .. eis ° .. 439 
| Alleged Nuisance at the Phoenix Gas-Works .. oe én o. 439 
The “ Four-Shilling Mixed” én oe = ee ee e. 439 
Oldham ee oe ee ee ee oe oe ee -. 439 
Calcutta partially Lighted with Gas ee os oe ee e. 439 
Dover Local Board of Health ee oie ee oe +o -. 440 


|| Price Current .. »s es ae ee oe oe +e 439 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Keighley.— Our friend at Keighley would do well to consult some professional 
man with respect to the occurrence of the particles of the hydrous oxide of 
iron in the water of the factory he alludes to. All the waters of this dis- 
trict, we suspect, tend to produce incrustations in the cast-iron pipes they 
traverse ; but the choice of the means of obviating this inconvenience must 
depend so much upon the chemical composition of the particular water 
under consideration, that it is impossible for us to advise any definite 

|| course of action without much more elaborate information than we at 

present possess. 

||A Constant Reader.— Zhe new gas-works at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, 
have been about a month in operation, but we ave not aware whether the 
supply from the company’s works has been discontinued, nor can we give 
you the other information you request. 

R. Laming’s communication shall appear in the next number. 








NOTICES. 


The subscription is 15s. per annum, if paid in advance, or 18s. on credit, 

ae in two sums of 9s, each, in July and January of each year, by 
ost-Office order, to Thomas G. Barlow, at the Charing-Cross Money- 

Order Office. 

The next number will be publistied on Tuesday, Sept. 29, and the subse- 
quent numbers on each succes sive alternate Tuesday. 

|| Stamped copies, when forwarde:d by post, must be folded so as to expose 

|| thestamp; they are otherwis liable to the full postage charge for letters. 

This Jovurnat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 

|| transmission abroad. 
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| NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 

We had hoped that it would have been possible for us to have 
jallowed the unfortunate Belgian Congr?s de Bienfaisance to 
“sleep in its glory,” until a parliamentary investigation into the 
working of the Public Health Act should allow us to place the 
||matter fairly before the country in an official manner ; but sub- 
sequently to our last publication we have been informed that 
| such decided steps have been taken, by Mr. Cowper himself, 
||to attack the correctness of the representations we made of 
||Mr. Ward’s assertions at that meeting, as to render it neces- 
‘sary for us again to revert to this very unpleasant business ; 
we shall do so, however, as briefly as possible. 

Mr. Cowper, in the ridiculous scene got up between himself 
and Mr. Cunningham, stated, in a place where he knew that 
jhe could not be contradicted, and whence he also knew that 
his words would be carried forth with all the weight of a Go- 
vernmental assurance, that Mr. Ward had been misrepresented ; 
and he proceeded to give his own account of what Mr. Ward 
really had uttered at Brussels in ‘September last. This account 
|| corresponded (according to the re port in the Times) as nearly 
||a8 possible with the translation of the “ Discours prononcé par 
F. O. Ward, Esq. (sic), Angleterre, & la Séance d ouverture du 
Congres International de Bienfaisan ce,” &c., which ‘‘ Discours ” 
had been published avowedly by that gentleman. Nay, so 
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distinctly did Mr. Cowper adopt this “‘ official " version of the 
speech, that we believe he even took the trouble to write, with 
his own hands, copies of portions of it for the benefit of mem- 
bers of the Legislature. But we beg particularly to call atten- 
tion to the fact that Mr. Ward’s printed statement was only 
published in 1857, whilst the flat contradiction we gave to his 
original statement was printed on Sept. 30, 1856; and, after | 
this very suspicious tampering with the text of the speech in | 
question, Mr. Cowper must excuse us if we prefer believing || 
the reporters of the Belgian press rather than his official and | 
prejudiced recollections. 

But we will assume that Mr. Ward only did say that which | 
he now publicly avows, and we repeat our contradiction of | 
even these modified statements. We have no evidence to || 
prove that the mortality from zymotic diseases has diminished || 
50 per cent. in any town in England; and, indeed, the works || 
at Rugby, the town especially referred to, have not been com- 
pleted long enough to justify even Mr. Ward in drawing || 
absolute conclusions from them. Thus, in 1854, the total || 
mortality in that registration-district was 428, in 1855 it was | 
498, and in 1856 only 372; that is to say, it was about as || 
much above the average of these three years in 1855, as it! 
was below the same in 1856; so that it would be quite as | 
logical to say that the works executed in the town had pro- | 
daced the unfavourable, as that they produced the favourable, 
results. It is said that facts are stubborn things, and that 
statistics are the best guides for politicians. For our parts, | 
we suspect that facts are, however, very elastic; and certainly | 
the Board of Health authorities act upon the principle that! 
statistics is the science of disguising truth under a mass of | 
figures. But be this as it may, we again state that no where 
in England has the normal mortality from zymotic diseases 
diminished 50 per cent. ; and, moreover, the foreign govern- 
ments, which may be disposed to listen to Mr. Ward’s 
“« Discours,” would do well to inquire into the commercial 
results of the Ayrshire and the Rugby irrigated farms ; these, 
so far from yielding quadruple crops of rye grass, have only 
entailed annoyance and loss on their spirited but deceived 
owners. 

The principal reason for our dwelling just now upon the 
history of the Belgian Congress is, however, because we 
observe that it is proposed to renew that contemptible farce 
in our own country. Advertisements have been issued to 
convoke a meeting in Birmingham, of a so-called ‘ National 
Association for the Promotion of Social Science,” divided into 
five departments, with the object (in the singular number) ‘‘ to 
aid the development of the social sciences, and to guide the 
public mind,” &c., &c., with respect to them. Now, one of 
these departments, the 4th, is to be the ‘‘ Department of Public 
Health,” under the presidence of Lord Stanley, and with a com- 
mittee numbering in its ranks, Drs. Greenhow, Babington, 
Baly, Lankester, Farr, Southwood Smith, Messrs. Chadwick, 
Cowie, Cowper (President of the General Board of Health), 
Lord Ebrington, Mr. Simon, and Tom Taylor; that is to 
say, all the men who have a direct money interest in keeping 
up the useless and expensive machinery of the Board of 
Health; or who have taken such decided parts in its esta- 
blishment and defence, that they cannot be considered im- 
partial. The ‘ guidance” of such men may safely be pre- 
dicated. We may be tolerably sure that the results of the 
meeting will be to suppress any fair discussion of the questions 
involved, and to “‘get up” some expression of opinion in 
favour of the General Board of Health, which evidently feels 
itself “‘ in extremis,” and is labouring hard to create a popular 
excitement, such as would justify Parliament in renewing its 
lease of pay and patronage. A trifling incident occurred to 
ourselves at Brussels, which we tell now as an illustration of 
the manner of conducting these “‘ congresses.” We asked 
the secretary of the Congr?s de Bienfaisance whether there 
would be an opportunity of contradicting publicly, in the room 
of meeting, Mr. Ward’s assertions in his oft-mentioned speech; 
telling him (the secretary) who we were, and our means of 
knowing the truth of the matters concerned. The reply we 
received was, “‘Messieurs, je vous engage a ne pas le faire. Nous 
cherchons autant que possible a éviter les discussions.” Before, 
therefore, the curtain rises on what we believe will prove to be 
the Birmingham farce, we warn the public that, most pro- 
bably, no papers will be received favourably, unless they agree 
with the opinions of the dominant party in the committee ; 
and that no free discussion will be allowed. We will attend 
the meetings, however; and perhaps endeavour to advance 
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| what ought to be the objects of the association, if there be a 
chance of being heard. But it is rather curious, we would 
iadd, and perhaps indicative of the tactics of the leaders of this 
National Association, that its first two prospectuses, with 
reference to the communications to be made to the Public 
Health Department, differ very materially in their character ; 
and that it is extremely difficult to procure copies of either of 
them. ‘Truly we Britishers seem to have studied Mr. 
Barnum’s illustration of “‘ Bunkum” to some purpose of late; 
and, as Fielding admired the quality of ‘‘ greatness” in his 
hero Jonathan Wild, so we may admire the “ greatness” of 
this marvellous specimen of “‘ Brummagem Bunkum !” 


In our last number we stated that we considered that, if any 
control by public authorities were required for the purpose of 
preventing the overcrowding of dwelling-houses, it ought to be 
exercised by the parochial authorities, who are directly respon- 
sible to their constituents, and not by a police force, under the 
control of the central government. It appears from a deci- 
sion of the Southwark Police Magistrate, that the local autho- 
rities actually possess the power of dealing with this source of 
disease ; for an order was issued, in consequence of the pro- 
ceedings taken by the District Board of St. Olave’s, to abate the 
overcrowding of two houses in that part of London. There 
can be no reason, therefore, on this score, for increasing the 
power of the police to interfere with the private arrangements 
of the inhabitants of London; and we hope that the medical 
officers of the various boards will discharge their duties, instead 
of casting them upon a decidedly objectionable substitute. 
Mr. Rendle (of St. George the Martyr) said very properly, 
that the vestries had all the requisite powers, and that they 
were the proper authorities to deal with the evil in question. 
His district is precisely one of those where the evil is the 
greatest, and, as he seems to feel a due sense of his responsi- 
bilities, we hope that he will act with the decision and energy 
required. Mr. Rendle’s report contains, in addition to the 
paragraph we thus allude to, another passage to which it may 
be necessary to call attention, because we believe that he is 
sufficiently able and conscientious to endeavour to efface any 
misconception to which he had unwittingly given rise. The 
passage we allude to is the one in which he repeats Dr. Farr’s 
assertion that 17 in 1000 is the natural rate of mortality; and by 
which he leads to the inference that all mortality beyond that 
rate is preventible. How does Dr. Farr prove his position, that 
17 per 1000 is the natural rate? In no country in the world 
does such a general rate exist ; and as for the mortality of 30 
per 1000, which Mr. Rendle seeks to attribute to the over- 
crowded state of the district of St. George the Martyr, we beg 
to inform him that it is precisely the same as the rate of mor- 
tality in the clean, airy sea-port of Harlingen in Holland—a 
town, be it observed, where there is very little poverty. The 
fact is, that there is no natural death rate. Local circum- 
stances, the character of the soil and of the subsoil of any 
place, the occupations, the ordinary food, and the comparative 
wealth or poverty of the district, all act so decidedly to modify 
this rate, that it is absurd to pretend that there is any law in 
the matter. Far be it from us to attempt to check the efforts 
of those who seek to remedy the evils these local conditions 
may entail ; all that we are anxious to do is to check the ten- 
dency of our so-called scientific authorities to repeat the dog- 
matic assertions of a few bold quacks, and to induce such men 
as Mr. Rendle to think for themselves, without reference to 
** authority.” 

We call attention to an extract from the Dover Chronicle, 
printed in a subsequent part of this Journat, which confirms 
the opinion we previously expressed, that wherever the con- 
stant supply is adopted, by a municipal authority especially, the 
water ought to be sold by the meter. The waste of water in 
this case seems to have been fearful, and we earnestly beg the 
inhabitants of London to reflect upon the consequences which 
would ensue if a similar state of things were to occur here. To 
the inhabitants of Dover, the questions immediately to be con- 
sidered seem to be, whether it would be better to adopt an inter- 
mittent supply at once, or to make the use of meters compul- 
sory? We believe that the latter would be the preferable 
course. 

The county of Kent seems to be one of the most fatal of all 
to the General Board of Health. The failures of Sandgate 
and Dover, at one extremity, are only to be surpassed by the 
complete ruin of the Dartford Local Board of Health at an- 
other, notwithstanding the guardianship of the “ misrepre- 
sented” General Board. A letter from a correspondent gives 








a sad picture of the result of official engineering in this case ; | 
and, indeed, it is monstrous that a body of Government officials, | 
so manifestly incompetent as the General Board of Health have | 
proved themselves to be, should be allowed still to exercise any | 
control over public funds. If the inhabitants of Dartford had | 
been allowed to exercise their own discretion in the matter of 
their water supply and drainage, they might have committed, 
great blunders, and have been exposed to loss, just as they, 
have been of late ; but they would have known at starting that | 
they had only their own judgment to rely upon, and that morally, 
as well as pecuniarily, they were responsible for their own acts. | 
The theory of the Public Health Act is, in fact, that local boards 
are not to be trusted with the selection of their own officers, 
and that it is necessary to protect their constituents against the 
choice of incompetent professional advisers, or against private 
jobbery. Yet at Sandgate, Dover, Dartford, and elsewhere, a. | 
class of men have been imposed upon the local authorities who 
have wasted the public money, and injured the public health, 
in a manner which we suspect would have exposed any private 
engineer to an action for damages; and with these egregious 
failures staring them in the face, our administrators give them- | 
selves out to the world as misrepresented philanthropists, and 
they actually have the impudence to urge foreign nations to || 
adopt their absurd doctrines, as the English nation so thought- 
lessly has done! Mr. Cowper should learn the truth with re- 
spect to the past history of the General Board of Health before || 
he attempts “‘to guide public opinion” in its favour; and, as 
we know that he thinks it advisable to introduce here a copy 
of German bureaucracy, he should at least take care to sur- 
round himself by men who would not involve his particular 
department in ruin and disgrace. 

It appears from the reports inserted in the foreign technical 
journals, that the law courts of Belgium are disposed to affirm 
the principles contended for by the Mayor and Town Council 
of Marseilles, viz., that the consent given by the public autho- | 
rities to laying down gas or water-pipes under the public 
ways of a town, only gives a temporary right to their owners, 
determinable at the option of the public authorities. The 
mode in which this principle has been applied at Namur and | 
at Marseilles has certainly been tyrannical and unfair, if we | 
may judge by the public prints ; but we confess that we do not | 
see how it can be controverted, as a strict legal principle, for | 
the equity of every case may be, of course, a very different 
affair. It behoves all who are interested in foreign gas or | 
water-works, therefore, to calculate ‘in future upon the proba- | 
bility of their being compelled to withdraw their pipes at the | 
termination of their concession ; or, in other words, to regu- | 
late the selling price of gas or water so as to recover the capi- | 
tal sunk in the works during the period of the original conces- || 
sion. Practically, the gas or water consumers will thus have | 
to pay for the establishment of the “‘ pound-of-flesh ” reading | 
of the law. | 


[Sept. 15, 1857. | 











Circular to Gas Compantes. 








Our readers will find in another column an important paper || 
by M. Edmond Becquerel upon the “ electric light,” in which | 
that distinguished French savant attempts, we believe for the | 
first time, to institute a comparison between the relative cost | 
of that system of illumination and those at present in general | 
use. The well-known ability of the author entitles his opinion 

on this subject to our respect ; but we are, nevertheless, un- | 
able, for many reasons, to give our assent to his conclusions | 
with regard to the comparative cost of equal lights from gas_ 
and from electricity. M. Becquerel himself admits that the 
figures he gives are not quite correct, because in estimating | 
the cost of the electric light, only the materials consumed are 
charged ; whereas the prices he quotes for gas, which are those 
at which the Paris Gas Company supply the public lights and 
their private consumers, include the whole expenses of manu- 
facture and distribution, as well as interest on the capital em- 
ployed and a sinking fund for its reimbursement ; the cost of 
the electric light is consequently underrated, whilst that of the 
gas is exaggerated. But a far greater error lies in the mode 
by which the luminiferous value of the two agents was deter- 
mined. To compare an electric light of 350 candle intensity 
with anordinary gas burner cf perhaps one-thirtieth part of 
that power, and from thence to deduce the relative illuminat- 
ing power of the two agerits, is to place the gas at an 
immense disadvantage. It is; easy to construct a burner, by 
which a sufficient quantity of gas may be perfectly consumed, 
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to yield a light equal to the electric light. Mr. Gurney’s 
« Bude light,” and the Liverpool ‘‘ Sun burner,” are examples 
of what may be done in this respect ; and we shall be gratified 
'|to learn that M. Becquerel has, in his future experiments, pro- 
|| fited by the hints we have thrown out. 

We may be allowed to express our satisfaction at the im- 
|| proved tone of the metropolitan press with respect to the recent 
|| arrangement between the West-end gas companies. It is true 
|| that the Nebuchadnezzar of the Advertiser has indulged in one 
\|of his usual outcries against the ‘‘ monopoly ” his peculiar 
|imagination has discovered; but even the Observer takes a 

more rational and sensible view of the matter, and has had 
discernment enough to perceive that the interests of the public 
cannot be advanced by the continuance of a state of things 
\which only imposes unnecessary burthens upon the companies 
charged with the supply of one of its greatest wants. It is 
absurd to talk of the ‘‘ monopoly ” of gas lighting, or to sup- 
pose that, by any arrangement between the companies, the 
|price can be raised permanently beyond that required to en- 
|sure a fair return on the capital invested; because private 
| eatengeinn is always ready in England to compete with any 
undertaking which might yield extraordinary profits. But the 
‘public of London would do well to reflect upon this law of 
social and political economy: that, when large capitals are 
| concerned, and it is possible to arrive at amicable arrange- 
‘ments, permanent competition is impossible. Be this as it 
may, the Observer is quite correct in the position it has taken, 
viz.: that the public will eventually gain the most by the 
companies confining their operations to the districts they can 
most easily supply. 

We directed attention in a recent number to the fraudulent 
| system of nomenclature practised by some of the northern coal 
||owners by means of a continual play upon the name of some 
|| well-known colliery, the object of which was to palm off a 
| spurious article in the place of a genuine first-class coal. The 

practice does not seem to be confined to the Northumberland 
| and Durham districts, as we have reason to believe that an at- 
| tempt is now being made to introduce into the market the 
| bituminous shale from Kimmeridge, in Dorsetshire, under the 
|| title of the “‘ South Boghead coal.” Some fifteen years since 
the late Mr. James Marsh, of Woolwich, applied his practical 
| experience, and exhausted his extensive chemical knowledge, in 
'/an attempt to utilize this material in the manufacture of gas, 
and finally abandoned the task as hopeless. His experiments 
gave about 6000 feet of gas per ton of -shale, of considerable 
illuminating power, but containing sulphur compounds in such 
| large quantities as to render the purification not only costly 
‘but almost impossible. The ash was worthless. At a later 
| period the “‘ Shale, Manure, and Naphtha Company”’ expended 
_a large capital in an attempt to manufacture mineral oils and 
‘naphtha from the shale near the spot where it is found, and to 
'|convert the ash into manure. This attempt also failed, princi- 
| pally in consequence of its being found impossible so to purify 
| the oil as to make it marketable, and the company was finally 
| wound up in chancery under the Joint-Stock Companies Wind- 
ing-Up Act. Another class of speculators have, we presume, 
since come into possession of the property, and, relying upon 
the reputation of the Boghead coal of Scotland, an attempt is 
now made to pass off a material which in no respect resembles 
the genuine article, and which the testimonials issued by the 
parties themselves designate as ‘ shale.” Foreigners espe- 
cially are liable to be imposed upon by this system; and, on a 
recent visit to Paris, we had practical evidence of its injurious 
effect upon the reputation of the genuine article, 











Commiunterated Articles. 

NOTE UPON THE ELECTRIC LIGHT, AND ITS ACTUAL 

COST, COMPARED WITH THE COST OF GAS, OIL, 
OR CANDLE LIGHT. 
By M. Epmonp BrcquEreEt. 
(Extracted from Les Nouvelles Annales de la Construction.) 
| The regulators of the electric light already known act in a man- 
|ner so satisfactory, that their application is possible in cases in 
| which the source of electricity offers the necessary conditions of 
constancy and economy: it is only necessary to improve the mode 
|of preparing the charcoal points required to complete the circle, 
| for the want of purity and homogeneity of those conductors is the 
| principal cause of the intermittences which may be observed in 
| this source of light*. 








| * The invention, lately patented by Mr. Way, for substituting a capillary stream 
| of mercury for the charcoal points formerly used, entirely obviates the objection to 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


431 


The most important point to be settled, in the inquiry into the | | 
cost of the electric light, is the expense of the piles which produce | | 
the electricity, by estimating the consumption of the zine, of the | | 
sulphuric, and of the nitric acid, necessary to create in a voltaic || 
circle a given quantity of light during several hours. The results |} 
obtained show that the luminous intensity of the circle, measured |! 
by means of the photometer, diminished very rapidly during the | 
course of the experiments, whilst the intensity of the electric | 
current had only varied in a slight degree. But this effect may | 
be easily explained if we consider that the luminous intensity must | 
be a function of the quantity of heat given off, which varies as the | | 
square of the quantity of electricity traversing the circuit in a| 
given time: the decrease of light was, indeed, more rapid than this 
law would indicate. 

If the intensity of the voltaic light do not vary in proportion to | 
the consumption of the matters which produce the electricity of | 
the voltaic pile, it becomes almost impossible to ascertain the law 
according to which the expense necessary for the production of a 
light of a given intensity varies, as in the case of the light obtained 
from certain other combustible matters. But it is possible, as we 
will hereafter show, to indicate the limits within which this expense 
is comprised, when Bunsen plates, of at = be peng are used, 
in which the diaphragm, or porous cylindrical vase, is about 8 
inches high, from 22 to 6 inches diameter, and whose number 
is comprised between 40 and 80. With a pile of 60 elements, 
which worked for three hours, the quantity of zinc consumed 
per hour was, at the commencement, 2°39463 lbs. avoirdupoids, and | 
the total expense of the products consumed was 2f. 85ctms.; the 
quantity of light produced being equal to 506 candles. After 
three hours, the consumption of zinc was only 1°82133 lb., the cost | 
was 2f. 15ctms., and the quantity of light equal to 195 candles. | 
On the average, then, per hour, the zinc consumed was 2°10798 lbs., | 
the expense 2 f. 50 ctms., the quantity of light equal to 350 candles. | 
The expense in zinc was calculated according to the intensity of 
the current, measured by a compass of sines introduced in the 
circuit, and considered with reference to the action which would | 
be produced in a voltaométre of the sulphate of copper by an 
electric current of the same intensity; the expense in sulphuric | 
and nitric acid was calculated by equivalents. | 

Now the expense of the plates is greater than would be indi- 
cated by the theory of electro-chemical decompositions in definite 
proportions; for if the zinc which had served for a previous expe- 
riment might serve for a new one, the nitric acid, whose areometric 
degree had fallen from 36° to 25°, would not produce upon the | 
plates a sufficiently energetic action to obtain the luminous are in| 

good conditions. Moreover, it is necessary to take into account| 
the loss of mercury; the consumption of the zinc, a little beyond 
that indicated by theory ; and, in addition, the price of the char- || 
coal points through which the circuit is completed, &c. Xe. 

For these reasons we think that, under the conditions of the 
experiments recorded above, and with a resistance to the external 
conductibility equal to that of the pile, it may be admitted, without 
exaggeration, that each couple costs 5 centimes per hour, or 4d. 
English money nearly. 

If we compare the cost prices of the different sources of light, 
equivalent to 350 candles, the mean intensity derived from the 
above experiments, we find the following numbers :— 


Coal gas*, at 3s. 4d. per 1000 cubic feet, nearly ée 








| 











Os. 8id. i 
” 6s. 8d. ” ” ” 1 6 
Oil (rape-seed), at 83d. per lb. avoirdupois 


2 5 
Tallow, at 2s. 1d. per Ib. .. oe oe -_ a | 
(No doubt there is a misprint here in the original: 
the price of tallow would not, in all probability, | 
exceed 83d. per Ib.) | 
Stearine candles, at nearly 1s. 33d. per lb. 10 6 || 
Wax candles, at 2s. 1d. per lb. = a 
Electric light es ” és és - a 
It thence appears that for the same quantity of light, and taking || 


only into account the cost price of the matters consumed, without | 
reference to the labour, the electric light, in the conditions we have 
studied, would be four times dearer than gas light at the price | 
charged to the town of Paris; its price would be the same as for 
oil lighting, and the quarter of that of an illumination by wax can- | 
dles: but, if the labour necessary to superintend the machinery, to || 
prepare and to renew the plates, &c., were added, the price ought | 
at least to be doubled. These results might vary if batteries with 
an increased number of plates were used, and the expense would | 
be diminished by using a greater number of voltaic elements; but | 
as the number of plates is ordinarily limited to 60 or 80, the pre- | 
ceding conclusions may be applied to the experiments hitherto made | 
upon the electric light. | 
In these experimental researches, we have been led to a rather | 
curious result: the resistance to the conductibility of the voltaic 





the use of the electric light on the score of its irregularity ; but, at the same time, it | 
appears to us that it must increase the cost. It is essential, however, to observe, 
that M. Becquerel, as will be seen by the sequel of this article, assumes that no use | 
can be made of the spent liquors of the batteries, whilst the Electric Light and | 
Colour Company are understood to obtain from them some products of considerable | 
value in the Arts.—Eprror J.G. L. 

* The numbers relating to gas lighting are, as is well known, very variable; they! 
depend on the size of the burner, its form, the manner in which the combustion | 
takes place, and, lastly, upon the composition of the gas itself. The above number | 








is a mean ascertained by experiments made with coal gas in the conditions, and 
with the form of burners which served for the observations.— Note by M. Becquerel. | 
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are was measured; that is to say, by assimilating the incandescent 
materials which compose it, and which transmit the electricity, to 
a metallic conductor, we found that the resistance was equal to a 
/ number varying from 0°50 to 0:67 of the resistance to the conducti- 
| bility of the pile; and that it was necessary to remain within these 
limits, in order to keep the voltaic circle in favourable conditions. 
Now, it is known that the maximum calorific and magnetic effects 
of a battery are obtained when the resistance to the conductibility 
is equal to that of the couples: it thence would appear that, by 
practical experiments, we have been able to hit upon the conditions 
which theory indicates as giving the most energetic action a battery 
is able to produce. ‘ 

It is interesting to compare the numbers above indicated with 
those which would be obtained if we estimated the motive force it 
would be necessary to apply to an electro-magnetic engine able to 
|maintain a voltaic circle equal to that of the above experiments. 
If we compare these experiments with those obtained last year by 
‘the use of the machine in operation at the Conservatoire Impérial 
des Arts et Métiers, it will be found that it would be necessary to 
apply a force equal to 2i, or nearly 23 horses’ power to this ma- 
||chine, in order to produce an electric current able to maintain, 
| constantly, a luminous are equal to 350 candles in its effect. This 
| 








| 
| 





estimation is only applicable to the limits of the intensity of the 

current within which we have operated. From this it appears that 
|| the electricity so obtained would be the least costly source of that 
|} agent; in this case, it is only a question of the production of the 
| electric light, for, so far as the other applications of electricity are 
|| concerned, the production of electricity by this means would not be 
|| effected under the same economical conditions. 
|, We have thus explained how the cost price of the electric light 
| may be ascertained; but it is necessary to say under what cireum- 
| stances it may be applied. It must be evident from the conditions 
|| themselves of the voltaic current, that they do not allow of the 
| lights being divided, as in the case of public lighting; far from 
| this being the case, the electric light is concentrated; and the 
|| difficulties which are encountered when it is desired to obtain two 
|or more ares with the same current and the same circuit are such 
that we are forced to renounce the effort. Indeed, the sum of the 
resistance to the conductibility of the separate ares must be equal 
to that of the single are; and when we think of the conditions 
required to regulate the fixity of a single arc, we may easily con- 
ceive that it becomes more difficult, even if not entirely impossible, 
re-requlate in_the same circuit two or more separate ares, which 


would then be much shorter.’ 

But if, under existing circumstances, we cannot think of applying 
| electricity to public lighting, it may be advantageously applied to 
|| special works, as, indeed, it has already been so applied. It may 
|| be sufficient to mention night-works, works executed under water, 
‘| public lectures, &c.; it is even probable that it might be advan- 
|| tageously used in lighting the galleries of mines, for signals on 
board ships, for lighthouses, and in a number of circumstances in 
which it may be necessary to produce during a given time, of a 


Correspondence. 


SALE OF THE EFFECTS OF THE DARTFORD LOCAL 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 
‘| Srr,—How is it that the only public notice of the end of the 
Local Board of Health’s abortive attempts to sewer and supply 
‘| Dartford with water should be confined to the Sheriff of Kent’s 
|| announcement of his seizure and sale of all the board’s property,? 
Instructive and edifying as the whole affair is, [ see no note on 
| such a passing event in yours or other journals. 
| At the appointed time I “ assisted” (as our neighbours have it) 
jat the sale, and saw the property sold at one-fifth and, in some 
|| eases, at one-tenth its original cost. So far from any regret being 
| expressed at such sacrifice, congratulations were not wanting when 
the engine, boilers, and pumping machinery of the water-works 
|were drawn out of the town by the purchaser. My surprise at 
| this was afterwards modified on being informed that the well had 
fallen in, that the mains are a wreck after an attempt at using 
them, and that the summit reservoir on the Brent is totally un- 
‘serviceable from leakage. All the drainage-pipes, water-pipes, 
‘| hydrants, sluice-cocks, York paving, were sold and cleared away, 
|the only matter remaining on hand being a debt of £12,000 to 
£14,000, squandered under the auspices of the sanitary quacks of 
the General Board of Health. 
| Sept. 8, 1857. M. 


|THE LAMBETH DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS AND 

THE FIRST COMMISSIONER OF WORKS. 

| Srr,—In your last publication, a letter addressed by me to Sir 

| George Grey was printed. Since my communication was sent to 

| you, a reply has been received from the Home Office, which, toge- 
ther with my rejoinder, it may be useful also to print. It will 
thus be seen how the Home Office attempts to evade its own erro- 
neous assertion of the law; while, in the terms of doing so, it 
assumes an actual supremacy over the law and its administration, 
which is equally without warrant in itself and startling and full of 
| danger in the pretension thus made to it.—I am, &c., 

Highgate, September 11, 1857. TouLMIN SMIri. 








longer or shorter duration, a light of an extremely great intensity. | 
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(Copy of Letter from the Home Office to Mr. Toulmin Smith.) 
Whitehall, August 31, 1857. 
Sir.—In reply to your communication of 22nd inst., I am directed by 
Secretary Sir George Grey to inform you, that the meaning intended to be 
conveyed by my letter of 29th ult., respecting the Lambeth Nuisances, was 
that, in point of fact, the prosecution of nuisances is now left by the Go- 
vernment to the local authorities, and not that the local authorities are the 
only parties who have the power by law to prosecute. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Toulmin Smith, Esq., Highgate (N.). H. WappINGTon. 


(Copy of Mr. Toulmin Smith's rejoinder to the above.) 
Highgate, September 3, 1857. 

Sir,—I regret that the letter dated August 31 (received September 1), 
signed “ H. Waddington,” in reply to mine of August 21, was delayed so 
long. Having waited a week without reply, it plainly became my only 
course, in accordance with the closing paragraph of my letter, to bring the 
facts under public notice, through the most fitting channel for communica- 
tion on such a subject. I now enclose a copy of what thus appeared in the 
JourNAL oF GAs Ligutinc, WareR SuPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVE- 
MENT, of September 1; to the contents of which I request your careful and 
grave consideration. 

I must take the liberty of adding, that the explanation given in the letter 
of August 31 does not seem to touch the state of facts in this case in the 
least degree. A charge and a threat were here made, by a Government 
official, against a local authority, for neglecting to do that which local 
authorities have been actually fettered in doing, instead of being “ provided 
with ample powers” to do, and the doing of which, under the circumstances 
of this case, it was the plain and very particular duty of the Government 
department, represented by that official himself, to have undertaken. 

{ am not aware that it was ever a branch, either of law or public policy, 
that Government should undertake the general prosecution of those nui- 
sances which are stated to be “ now left by Government to the local autho- 
rities.” I have, &c., 

TouLMIN SMITH. 

The Right Hon. Sir G. Grey, Bart., M.P., Home Office. 





Register of Mew Patents. 


621.—Grorcrs Danrt, engineer, Prerre Forruné Vicror Movtt- 

LARD, gentleman, and Prerre Aprren Mercier, gentleman, of Paris, 

for “* An improved method of, and apparatus for, heating by gas.” Pro- 

visional protection only obtained. Dated March 3, 1857. 

This invention consists of an improved method of, and certain improved 
apparatus for, heating by gas, in which the caloric produced is radiated 
similarly to that of incandescent fuel in ordinary furnaces, and the me- 
thod is characterized by the ready combination of oxygen and hydrogen 
gases, 

A number of gas-distributing pipes are mounted in the frame or brick- 
work of the apparatus (or there may be only one such pipe) ; on or along 
eaditspipe is a row of single-jet burners, and at a suitable distance above 
thénisa radiating-plate is set, formed with a number of conical apertures 
or orifices through it, of which there is one corresponding to, and just over, 
each burner, the radiating-plate being so placed with respect to the burner 
that when the gas is lighted each jet passes up into and through its corre- 
sponding hole in the plate. The radiating-plate may be of firebrick or 
metal, with roughened under-surface, and it may be plain or grooved, and 
either flat, convex, or concave, or of a shape corresponding to the under- 
surface of the retort or boiler, or other vessel to be heated. 

Gas is admitted into the distributing-pipes through a supply-pipe fur- | | 
nished with a regulating-tap. 

An air-hole is formed at the back, which may be wholly or partially 
closed by a valve, which is moved nearer to or farther from the vent by a 
threaded rod passing through a catch-plate, so that by screwing and un- 
screwing the rod the admission of air may be regulated. {| 

The air in its passage to the distributing-pipes is made to pass through | 
a wire cloth.or perforated metal plate, for its division into films or streams. | 

To use the apparatus, the burners are lighted (the flame being inspected || 
through a sight-hole from time to time, and the draughts of air and supply | 
of gas regulated accordingly). The brickwork of the furnace and the | 
boiler or retort, &c., become gradually heated, and communicate their heat 
to each other and to the radiating-plate, which is itself also heated by the 
flames or jets of gas passing up through it, as well as by the surrounding 
parts of the furnace; the surface of the vessel and the place gives back 
the caloric thus acquired, so that a radiation of heat is carried on. 

The draughts of air keep the gas-distributing pipes cool, and the tops of 
the burners may be easily replaced and cleaned from time to time by open- 
ing a conveniently-placed door, unscrewing and drawing out the distri- | 
buting-pipes. 

By inspecting the flame through the sight-hole, the proportions of | 
oxygen and hydrogen may be calculated: if the flame is too high and} 
much disturbed, the draught may be decreased; if too red and smoky, 
more air may be let in. 

The gas employed should be well purified, and freed from acids and 
oxide of carbon. 

When this apparatus is used for heating round vessels, the inner gas- 
pipe should be smaller than the outer, to maintain an equal heat in all 
parts. 


649.—GrorcE Bower, of St. Neot’s, Hunts, gas engineer, for “ Zmprove- 
ments in apparatus for manufacturing gas.’ Patent dated March 5, 
1857. 
This invention relates to a peculiar construction and arrangement of gas 
apparatus, suitable either as a portable apparatus or for the manufacture 
of gas on a large scale; but it is peculiarly adapted for supplying private 
houses, work-shops, railway stations, lighthouses, and ships, and consists 
of a retort placed inside a case lined with fire-brick, such retort being 
furnished with an Archimedean screw, for the facility of supplying it with 
fresh material, the screw at the same time discharging the coke or other 
carbonized substances which have been exhausted of their gas. Each 
charge of the retort is led at one end through a vertical pipe having a 
flange fixed on its upper end, into which a plug is fitted; this pipe opens 
into a chamber in which the screw works, and, as fast as the material is 
























































exhausted of its gas, it is pushed out at the opposite end by the screw, 
and replaced by fresh material, which is traversed through the retort by 
occasionally turning the screw: this may be done by a winch-handle, fly- 
wheel, or gear-work fitted for that purpuse. The coke or other substances 
from which the gas has been exhausted falls through a descending dis- 
charge-pipe into an iron vessel, or a reservoir of water, if required, and 
may be removed in any convenient manner. 

The gas passes up through a rise-pive, which conducts it to the con- 
densing and purifying apparatus. This apparatus is preferred to be of 
the construction described by the inventor in his specification of an in- 
vention for which he obtained letters patent on or about Dec. 24, 1852. 

The fire for heating the retort or retorts is supplied with fuel either from 
the top through a suitable mouthpiece for that purpose, or any other con- 
venient arrangement of self-feeding mechanism may be adopted for supply- 


The claim is for the combined apparatus, or any part of it which may be 
of a novel character. 





NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 


1166,—Sreruen Tonks, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manu- 
facturer, and JossepH Breepen, of Birmingham aforesaid, manufacturer, 
for ‘“A new or improved gas-burner.” April 25, 1857. 

1198.—Joun Ramszorrom, of Accrington, in the co. of Lancaster, and 
Joun Batrrey, of Salford, in the said co., engineers, for ‘Improvements 
in regulating the flow and pressure of liquids and fluids.’ April 28, 1857. 

1222.—Tuomas Freperick Hatz, of the firm ot Thomas Hale and Sons, 
of the city of Bristol, founders, for ‘‘.dn improved tap or cock.” 
April 30, 1857. 

2000.—RicHarD ARCHIBALD Brooman, of 166, Fleet Street, London, for 

“Improvements in the manufacture of pipes and tubes.’ July 20, 1857. 

2168.—F reperick Lirscomss, of the Strand, London, water filter manu- 

facturer, for “Improvements in the mode of diverting the London sewerage 

ta the River Thames, and in discharging it into the sea”’ August 14, 

1857. 





Mliscellaneous News, 


UNITED GENERAL GAS COMPANY. 
The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held 
on the Ist at the Offices of the Company, Austin Friars, London—J. O, 
Hanson, Esq., chairman of the company, presiding. 

The Secretary (D. W. Ogg, Esq.) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, the accounts, and the following report of the directors :— 

We have convened this half-yearly general meeting in compliance with the pro- 
visions of the company’s charter; and, in laying before tbe proprietors a report of 
the last half year’s operations, it will be seen that the profits are £8987, being £918 
more than the corresponding period last year. 

At Dublin our rental has steadily improved. A reduction in price has recently 
taken place, and we hope increased consumption will follow. The extension of 
mains, referred to in a former report, and which is nearly completed, will, we doubt 
not, assist materially in affording a satisfactory supply to all parts of the city. 

The new retort-house is in course of construction, and progressing fast. We 
expect it will be capable of receiving entirely new apparatus and clay retorts through- 
out by the spring, and completed for the winter’s carbonizing of next year. 

The necessity for an improved supply at Kingstown, alluded to in our last report, 
and the new gasholder at Dublin, are still under consideration by your directors, 
but they will not be able to carry them into effect before next year. 

Regarding Cork, the application to Parliament for a bill has been successful, and 
an Act has been obtained this session for more effectually empowering the company 
to light that city, under the title of the Cork Gas Act; whilst the bill in opposition, 
promoted by the Consumers’ Company, was thrown out by the unanimous decision 
of the parliamentary committee. 

The C s’ Gas pany are, notwithstanding, continuing their preparations 
to fulfil their contract with the corporation for lighting the public lamps on the lst 
of January next. 

To meet this threatened opposition, we have deemed it necessary to further reduce 
our price; and we trust thereby to retain the greater portion of our present 
customers. 

Our works and mains have been recently inspected by Mr. Hawksley, the eminent 
engineer; and his evidence before the parliamentary committee was to the effect, ** that 
he found them in a state of perfect efficiency, and adequate to the supply of gas 
throughout the whole city of Cork, and in excess of the present demand.” 

The quality of the gas produced was also considerably above the standard required 
by Act of Parliament. 

The altered condition of affairs at Cork since last year, together with the continued 
illness and advanced age of our former respected agent, Mr. Gibbings, who for more 
than thirty years has been connected with the company as their representative, have 
decided the board in permitting that gentleman tv retire, and, in consideration of 
his long and faithful services, to grant him a retiring allowance of £200 per annum, 
subject to your confirmation. He will still continue to give his best advice as con- 
sulting agent of the company. 

We have appointed Mr. John Shea, a highly respectable merchant, agent in his 
stead; and, from his local influence, we have every reason to believe this change 
will be beneficial to the interests of the company. 

At Limerick we have enlarged the mains to afford a better supply of gas to dis- 
tricts requiring it for manufacturing purposes, and we anticipate next winter a fair 
return of business in consequence. 

Since we last had the pleasure of addressing you, our agent, Mr. Lynch, has re- 
signed. We have not considered it advisable to fill up the vacancy, but have ap- 
pointed Messrs. Rodger and Anglim, two influential gentlemen, to act as a local 
committee, in conjunction with your superintendent at that station. 

We have the pleasure of recommending the proprietors to declare a dividend of 
17s. 6d. per share, free of income-tax, out of the profits of the past half year, and the 
surplus to be carried to the stations contingency account, as heretofore. 

Three of your directors, Mr. Bell, Mr. Boetefeur, and Mr. Chapman, and Mr, 
Hanson, jun., one of your auditors, go out of office this day by rotation, but who, 

being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

The CuatmrMan: Gentlemen, before I refer more particularly to the most 
interesting part of our report, which is in reference to Cork, I will just take 
the liberty of making a few observations upon the state and progress of the 
company for the last six months. The report states that the profits have 
been £8927. 2s. 4d., which is an improvement of £918; and it leaves a sur- 
plus of £1112. 2s. 4d., after paying the dividend we did last time, which 
surplus we propose, as heretofore, to carry to the credit of the stations con- 
tingency account. In making a comparison of our accounts for the last six 
months with the preceding six months, I have to state that they show a 
diminution of rental of £1350, which arises principally from the lowering 








Limerick; but I am happy to say, on the other hand, there is « considerable 
increase in our coke, in our breeze, in our ammoniacal liquor, and in sundries, 
so that the deficiency in rental has been made up, all but £474, to what it 





ing fuel thereto, or it may be supplied under the retort in the usual way. | 
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of the price at Cork, and also from our having given up the public lights at | 
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if 
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was in the corresponding period of June, 1856. If we go to the other side i | 
of the accounts, there are some features which are very interesting and 
about 8 per cent. less than they did in June, 1856. There is a saving in wear } 
{ 

; 


and tear of about 23 per cent., and a saving also in some other matters—in 
rent and taxes, and the usual charges—of £264 at the stations: so | 


very satisfactory. We find that the coals cost us last year, on an average, | 


that the saving on the debit side of the account is £1392 better 
than we were in June, i856; and, if you take £474 less receipts, it makes 
£918, which is the difference between the June accounts of 1857 and those / 
of 1856. I am happy to say, also, there is an improvement in the wastage | 
account at Dublin of about 3 per cent ; and, although we have often been told | 
that our wastage is very excessive at Cork, and reports have been spread that i | 


our works are really worthless, and in a very inefficient state, the wastage b | 
is only 13} per cent., spreading over a surface of 60 or 70 miles. (Applause.) # |! 
There is one thing I am particularly anxious to draw your attention to in 
these times, when we see daily in the papers so many disgraceful disclo- 
sures arising from an investigation of the accounts of other companies. We 
read a great many things that startle us, and ——— the last recent 
disclosure as to the Royal Surrey Gardens Company, which was a company | 
established on the principle of “ limited liability.” Now, I invite the atten- 
tion more particularly of the proprietors of this company to the state of our | 
accounts, and they will find that the capital is £450,000. Now, how is that 
represented? It is represented, as you see, by £409,759. 14s. 7d. invest- | 
ment; and I am extremely happy to tell the proprietors that is the exact | 
sum it had stood at since the year 1849. (Hear, hear.) We have laid 
out since that period £36,000 in the improvement of our works, not 
one farthing of which has been added to the capital by way of cooking | 
our accounts, or making them pleasant; but we have bund fide paid 
for improvements at our stations, and that amount, not by adding it to 
investment, but really taking it out of profit and loss. (Hear, hear.) I|| 
think that is a very satisfactory state of things, and I think it will go far to | | 
satisfy those gentlemen at Cork who talk a great deal about the wretched || 
state of this company, that our £50 shares are selling only at £20 They | 
say we pay little or nothing—are a venerable company, but in a state of 
decrepitude, and have no locus standi; that we are like a venerable oak, || 
and a blast will blow us down. I say that we show our proprietors in a | | 
fair and open manner what is the real state of our accounts. We show them || 
our liabilities, and what our exact position is. The next item, which is a) 
very satisfactory one, is the cost of meters. 





The cost of our meters stands | 
at £5698. 8s. 5d., and we have at Dublin over 6000; at Cork, over 1600; at || 
Limerick, 800; making together, 8400 meters; and if any gentleman who is 
quick at figures will make the calculation, he will find that the cost is about ih 
13s. 6d. each meter, which, I believe, is very satisfactory. If we go to the 
balance-sheet, we find the company is indebted in a sum of £865 for un- | 
paid dividends, and profits received, £10,000; the current profits for the last | 
half year, £8987, and also the station contingency fund, making together 
£29,754. 17s. 7d. which we have to account for. If you refer to the other side q 
of the account, you will find, including the bankers’ balance and the money | | i 
we have on deposit at the London and Westminster Bank, we possess in avail- | I 
able assets £38,780, so that we have our dividend in hand, the money for sta- | 

tions contingencies in hand, and a reserve of £10,000 in hand. If any question H 
should arise npon these accounts I shall be most happy to answer it and ‘ 
give any information I can; but, in the present day, when so much is said 
of accounts, and when investigations of a very painful nature are going on 
as to the concoctions of companies, I am very glad to have this opportunity 
of stating really and honestly before our proprietors what is the state of 
this company. (Hear, hear.) The more they look into it, the better they 
will be satisfied. (Hear, hear.) The next point is one, perhaps, of the 
greatest interest, which is the Cork question. There may be some gentle- | 
men here who were not present at our last meeting, when I took the liberty | 


of making some observations about Cork property and the contest which | | 
was going on. I stated that our connexion with Cork was of very long | t} 
standing ; that we had supplied Cork with gas for nearly 25 years, under | i 


two contracts; that the last contract would expire in December; that we had | | q 
from time to time lowered our price of gas as circumstances permitted, and | | 4 
that the corporation had the power of calling upon us either to renew our | | 
contract or to take possession of our works at a fair valuation, which they | 

had not availed themselves of. Instead of pursuing that course, which [ | | / 
should have thought a very fair and open one, they encouragea local company, | | 
headed by two or three influential members of the corporation. They get toge- 
ther a party, and, when they were in a sufficient state, as they conceived, to 
venture a tender for the public lights of Cork, they came forward, and we were 
called upon to tender also. Our tender for the public lights was £3. 10s., and | | 
5s. for the private lights. Theirs was £3. 15s. for the public light, and although | | 
our tender was less by 5s. per lamp, and notwithstanding the long connexion | | 

we have had with Cork, and notwithstanding the abatements which we had _ | M 


made from time to time, they gave the public lights to the local company. q 
I mention this to the proprietors to show that under those circumstances i" 
we were bound to go to Parliament to protect our property. We did go to iW 
Parliament; we had a very strong fight there; we were opposed by the 4] 


corporation there, and by the Consumers’ Gas Company; we had two peti- i 
tions got up against us, the same solicitor acting for both parties; we went } 
before a committee of the House of Commons, and the committee gave i 
us our bill unanimously, and as unanimously rejected the bill of our } 
opponents. There is one very striking thing which I will read to the 4 
proprietors in the proceedings which then took place, because it seems f 
to me very significant. The reporter stated, “The room was then or- h 
dered to be cleared, and, in about a quarter of an hour, the parties were | f 
re-admitted. Chairman: The committee have unanimously resolved to 


pass the preamble of the Cork Gas Bill; and they wish me to put it to the j 
promoters of the Cork Consumers’ Gas Bill whether they would press the | ‘ 
committee to a decision upon that bill also;” showing, evidently, that there i 
was some hesitation in their minds. Mr. Calvert replied that “they were | ; 
most anxious to have the decision of the committee.” The Chairman then || 


stated that it was the “unanimous decision of the committee that the pre- 1| ; 
amble of the Cork Consumers’ Gas Bill was not proved.” Now, I say that || 
the committee had given these gentlemen, knowing they had a very weak || 

case, an opportunity, after we had got our bill, of coming to us, and saying: | | 

“ Gentlemen, the fight is over ; you have beaten us; we think now the best | : 
thing we can do is to shake hands, make friends, and amicably arrange : 
matters.” But, instead of this, a petition was lodged from the ratepayers of | | 
Cork in the House of Peers, which I believe to be a most unusual course, I} 
particularly after the intimation that was given to their solicitor, that there | | 
would be no alteration in the clauses as passed by the Commons. Now, I | 
should have thought that they would have been satisfied with that as- || 
surance. The effect of that petition was, I presume, to put costs into the | | | 
pocket of the solicitor who drew it up, without any intention of defending | yy 
it; and we were put to the expense of more than £200 by having to employ | t 


' the same machinery which we had retained in the House of Commons. We | i 
‘ 
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| 
| 

















had also to bring over again all our witnesses from Cork, and had to put briefs 
in the hands of counsel; and when the day arrived, we found the bill was 
undefended, and all our expenses thrown away. I say that that is not a 
very creditable proceeding. I believe there are many gentlemen belonging 
to the direction of the Consumers’ Company who knew nothing about that 
transaction, and I further believe it entirely to have emanated from the 
solicitors. I therefore acquit those gentlemen directors, because they are 
highly respectable men, from any participation in that affair. I merely 
mention this incident to show the proprietors of this company the nature of 
the opposition we have had to contend against. If we had not been pre- 

red, possibly some effort would have been made to upset our bill in the 

ouse of Peers, which happily our vigilance has prevented. Perhaps it 
would be right if I-were just to read to you the nature of this Cork Bill. 
Our bill is:— 

Power to United General Gas Company to maintain their existing works, and 
supply gas; to break up streets, to charge rates, &c., and to sell or lease their under- 
taking, and extend the present limits of supply. 

Capital fixed at £56,000. Dividend regulated by Gas-Works Clauses Act, on this 
amount and such other sums as may be laid out upon the said works. 

Limiting operation of 38th section, Gas- Works Clauses Act, applicable only to the 
yearly expenditure of the company. 
Quality of gas: parliamen standard, argand burner, 15 holes, consuming 5 
cublic feet of gas per hour. Light equal to 10 sperm candles, burning 120 grains per 
hour. , 

Experimental a to be erected within six months after passing of this Act. 

The corporation have power to test the purity of gas, on six hours’ notice to the 
company in day-time. 

Penalty of £20, not more, in refusing to this appointment of inspector of meter by 
corporation, to be paid by them. 

: Limitation of selling price at all times, not to exceed 6s. per 1000, including meter 
rent. 

Power to sell or lease works and mains to the corporation; or lawful for the com- 
pany to contract for manufacture and furnishing gas to corporation, or any other 
person who may have power to light streets, and so on. 

Now, these are the principal provisions of the Cork Gas Bill. One would 
have thought that, after the consumers of Cork had got the protection 
which they have by this bill, the maximum price was never to exceed 6s.; 
that we were to publish our accounts, so that they should have the privilege 
of testing those accounts; that they are to have the power of appointing an 
inspector, and we are never to get more than 10 per cent. on the capital 
invested—one would have thought that this protection would have been 
sufficient for the gentlemen who are ———— or low price gas, because that 
was their great plea. They said our prices had been extravagantly high, and 
when they brought the thing to an issue, we getting our bill and they losing 
theirs, one would have thought it a very good opportunity for them to have 
treated with this company, particularly as both parties agreed that there was 
no room for two companies in Cork, and that a certain loss must accrue 
from the employment of two capitals where one was sufficient. This was given 
in evidence by both engineers when examined on this point in committee. 
Some proprietors may naturally ask, Have there been no overtures made by 
the Cork Consumers’ Company, or this company, to put an end to all this? 
I say there have been; and perhaps the better way will be, in order that 
there may be no mistake on the subject, to call on the secretary to read the 
correspondence that has passed, and then make a few observations upon it. 
I wish the proprietors to know that no opportunity has been lost to bring 
this matter to an adjustment; and I may say t at one of our directors, im. 
mediately after we got our bill through Parliament, visited our different 
stations in Ireland. He went to Dublin, Limerick, and Cork; and in the 
course of his visit to Cork, he saw several gentlemen, directors of the Con- 
sumers’ Company; and it was in consequence of Mr. Chapman’s report that 
we wrote the letter which the secretary will now read to you. 
Mr. D. W. Oae then read the following correspondence :— 

London, June 23, 1857. 
Dear Sir,—Mr. Chapman having this day reported to the board that, when he 
had the pleasure of meeting five of your directors on Monday, the 15th inst., in Cork, 
they had expressed their willingness to treat for the disposal of their works, &c. ; 
and also that you had informed him, on the Wednesday following, that they were 
prepared to expect some proposition from this board: the directors of the United 
General Gas Company, disposed to avert a contest which must result in great loss to 
the parties concerned, besides eventually raising the price of gas to the citizens of 
Cork, are ready to pay a reasonable sum of money to the Consumers’ Company. 
They will also engage to renew their tender to the corporation on the same terms as 
in October last, together with a graduated scale of discount to be allowed to large 
consumers. Should the directors of the Consumers’ Company still be disposed to 
meet them in a conciliatory spirit, they will find the directors of the United General 
Gas Company quite prepared to meet them with the same feeling. 
Requesting the favour of an early reply, &c. 


Denny Lane, Esq. (Signed) D. W. Oaa, Secretary. 


Cork, June 27, 1857. 
Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 23rd inst., in which 
you express the readiness of the directors of the United General Gas Company to 
pay a reasonable sum of money to this company, and to renew a tender made to the 
corporation in October last. ‘ : ’ 
In reply, I am instructed by the directors of this company to say that they feel it 
is now too late to enter on negotiations which must necessarily occupy time too con- 
siderable to be devoted to such a purpose, under existing circumstances. 
I have been also requested to ask whether the directors of the United General Gas 
Company are prepared to sell their lamps, lamp-posts, and brackets to this company, 
making convenient arrangements for continuing the lighting of the same during the 
time necessary for connecting the service-pipes of the company ? 
(Signed) Denny Lang, Secretary. 
D. W. Ogg, Esq. 
London, July 4, 1857. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th ult., and am 
directed, in reply, to say that the board are willing to dispose of their lamp-posts, 
brackets, and lanterns (when the Consumers’ Company are quite prepared to light 
the entire city of o—_ on a valuation by two competent persons, calling in an 
umpire if necessary. The terms to be cash on delivery. The details of the mode of 
transfer will be referred to Mr. Sanders, the company’s consulting engineer. 

(Signed) D. W. Oae, Secretary. 
Denny Lane, Esq. 





Cork, July 15, 1857. 
Dear Sir,—I have laid before the directors of this company your letter of the 4th 
inst., and I am by them instructed to reply that, your proposal in reference to lamp- 
posts not being satisfactory, they have determined to supply themselves with these 


articles from another source. 

You will, therefore, have the goodness to note that any offer made by them in 

reference to the above is now withdrawn. 
(Signed) Denny Layee, Secretary. 

D. W. Ogg, Esq. 

The CuarrMAN : That is a very curious correspondence. I cannot con- 
ceive, as a man of business, what these gentlemen of Cork are about whe are 
talking a great deal of economy in the Cork Examiner. I cannot under- 
stand why they should prefer purchasing new lamp-posts and brackets, 





costing probably £3000, when, at a valuation, they might have ours, which 
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would have answered their purpose, I should say, equally well, for less than 
half the money. That is on a par with the corporation preferring a tender 
for gas at 5s. 6d. instead of taking ours at 5s. 1 am not aware whether this 
matter has in any way been put before their shareholders, but, as they are 
to have a general meeting next week, perhaps the chairman at that meeting 
will have it in his power to give some explanation why they should prefer 
to buy new lamp-posts altogether instead of taking ours at a valuation. It 
will be remembered that the contract is only for three years, and, when the 
three years have expired, and should we then obtain the contract, we shall 
then have them in store ready to be used : theirs will be taken down, ours | 
will be put up, and the streets pulled to pieces again. Next week there will be | 
ameeting, andit will be for the chairman of that meeting to give the proprietors | 
! 


an explanation of these transactions. I believe they have not been consulted; || 
and I think they will be astonished when they find that all our overtures || 
for an arrangement have been rejected. I have endeavoured to give you 
every information as to the position of our company, and if the chairman | 
of the Consumers’ Company is equally candid, he will state what number | 
of shares have been taken; what number paid upon; whether the three 
calls have been met; what the liabilities incurred amount to (no doubt 
very heavy), and what means they have of meeting them. We do not 
know what their situation is, and I do not believe the shareholders them- 
selves know. An ominous-looking advertisement appeared in the Cork 
paper, which only arrived yesterday morning, to this effect :— 

Notice is hereby given that the Second Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the 
Shareholders of this Company will be held at the Company’s Works, on Monday, 
the 7th day of September, 1857, at Two o’clock, p.m., for the transaction of the 
ordinary business incident to such meeting. Denny Lang, Secretary. 

I suppose the meeting is called at the works to show the shareholders that 
there are buildings rising up on all sides; but I should be very sorry to be || 
a shareholder of the company. | 

Notice is also hereby given, that an extraordinary general meeting of the share- 
holders of this company will be held at the time and place above named for the 
following purpose :— 

To rescind Article 5 of the existing Articles of Association of the company, and in 
lieu thereof to make the following new provision, according to law, in the Articles of 
Association :—‘* The directors may borrow for the purposes of the company, on mort- 
gage of its property and assets, or on bond, any sums of money not exceeding one- 
third of the amount of sharé capital paid up for the time being.” 

In conformity with the Joint Stock Companies Act, 1856, any resolution passed at | 
the present meeting affirming this matter, must be sanctioned by three-fourths in | 
number and value of the shareholders present by proxy; and such resolution must | 
be ratified by a majority at another extraordinary general meeting of the company, | 
held at an interval of not less than one month, and not more than three months from | 
the date of the present meeting. Denny Lang, Secretary. 


It seems odd that before the third call was fully paid, these gentlemen! 
should be already trying to mortgage their works; but this, I have no doubt, 
will be explained at the meeting by their chairman. Having disposed of 
these matters, I do not know that I have anything further to add, excepting 
to say that we are going on very well at Dublin, that our mains are being 
rapidly enlarged, and will shortly be very efficient, and that we shall derive | 
very great benefit from the completion of them, and also from the retort- | | 
house, which will be in full operation next year, when I hope our manufac- | | 
turing charges will be considerably reduced. I am anxious to give the pro- | | 
prietors the fullest information on the affairs of the company; and as long 
as I have the honour of holding a seat at this board, they will always find | | 
me continuing to do so. 

Mr. Ropes said he was very glad to find that the directors had perse- | 
vered in the way the proprietors wished at the last half-yearly meeting, 
with respect to Cork, and that the success had been satisfactory; but he 
should like to know how it was the law expenses were omitted from the || 
accounts ? 

The CHArrman replied that the bill had not yet been made out, but that | | 
they would come into the next half year’s accounts. || 

Mr. Ruopes inquired what was the price for the private lights at Cork? || 

The CuarrMAN stated that at present it was 5s. 6d., but the parties had 
already contracted with the company to charge 5s.; and they had given | 
notice of making a further reduction, from the 1st of October, to 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Ruoprs inquired whether it was thought that the new company 
would be prepared to light up by January next? 

The CuarrMan said that, judging from appearances, he thought they were | 
a little hampered in their finances, and that, unless they got a good deal of | 
assistance, they would get into trouble. There was one material thing, which | | 
was, that twenty gentlemen, when they agreed to enter into the contract 
with the corporation of Cork, offered > as security in the sum of 
£250 each, making in the aggregate £5000, to carry out that contract. He 
believed that those gentlemen had never yet perfected that security,and he 
thought it would be the duty of some members of the corporation to inquire 
whether that had ever been complied with. 

A Proprietor inquired what was the presumed amount of law charges 
for going to Parliament ? 

The CuarrMAN replied that they would be £1400 or £1500. He could 
assure the proprietors that he and two others of the directors closely watched 
the progress of the contest from day to day ; and he had pleasure in saying 
he believed no gentlemen more thoroughly did their duty than the counsel 
employed by the company. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Perry said that, after the satisfactory explanation of the chairman, 
he had much pleasure in moving, “ That the report and accounts now read _ | 
be received and adopted.” | 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

Mr. VANDEWALL moved that a dividend of 17s 6d. per share, free of 
income-tax, be declared out of the profits of the last half year, payable on 
and after the 28th of September. 

Mr. Riropes seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

Mr. Perry inquired how long Mr. Gibbings, to whom it was proposed to | 
pay an annuity of £200 a year, had been in the service of the company ? 

The CHArrMAN replied that he had been with the company thirty years. 

Mr. Perry expressed his gratification at secing the liberal support with 
which the company dealt with a faithful servant, because he thought it 
would be an inducement to others to act in the same way. 

The retiring directors were then re-elected. 

Mr. CuApMAn, on behalf of himself and colleagues, assured the proprietors 
that they would continue to give their best attention to the interests of the 
company. During the time he was at Cork, he was met by some of the | 
directors of the new company with all the courtesy that could be expected, 
and those gentlemen did express a wish to come to an arrangement; but he 
was sorry to say that, after his departure, they were probably influenced py 
parties who were interested in the continuance of the struggle; and the 
letters which had just been read by the secretary showed with what result. | | 
He should be happy to give the proprietors any information in his power} | 
but the chairman had stated everything so fully that it had left him very | 
little to say. 
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Sept. 15, 1857.] . 


Mr. Perry suggested that care should be taken to have some one present 
lat the forthcoming meeting of the Consumers’ Company at Cork, in order 
| that there might be no misrepresentation as to what had transpired at the 
| present meeting 
| The CHArrMAN said that it would be remembered that none but share- 

|| holders had a right to attend; but he thought that in consequence of our 
|| meeting being held that day, through the medium of the press publicity 
|| would be given to their proceedings; and some of the shareholders would 
|| be induced to open their eyes, and put questions to the chairman which he 
| | would be obliged to answer. 





The retiring auditor, Mr. J. O. Hanson, jun., was re-elected. 

| Mr. VANDEWALL proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and direc- 
|| tors, which, having been seconded, passed by acclamation. 
| The Cuarrman briefly acknowledged the vote, and assured the proprie- 
| | tors that nothing should be wanting on his part to make the affairs of the 
| company prosper; and, if it was determined by other parties to fight them, 
he could only say that they had a fund of £38,000 available assets to carry 
on the contest. (Applause.) 

The proceedings then terminated. 





CORK GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 

The Second Half-Yearly Meeting of the Directors and Shareholders of the 
Cork Gas Consumers’ Company was held on Monday, the 7th inst., in the 
| retort-house of the company’s new works. The attendance of shareholders 
| was exceedingly numerous—Mr. MaauirE, M.P., in the chair. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I think we will conduct the capcom. of 
the day in a formal and satisfactory manner by adopting this course. 
will now call on the secretary to read the reports, after which I will make 
my statement, and if the statement be not satisfactory, the directors will 
be only too delighted if any shareholder will put any question he may think 
conducive to the general good. (Hear, a 

The Secretary then read the directors’ report, which was as follows :— 


DIRECTORS’ REPORT. 

The Articles of A iation of this y having provided for two general meet- 
ings in each year, it has become the duty of the directors to call the shareholders 
again together, in order to report to them the progress of the undertaking in which 
they are en d. 

In considering the most appropriate place for such a meeting, it seemed that none 
was more suitable than the property of the company, where the shareholders, assem- 
bled beneath their own roof-tree, might hear from those to whom they had entrusted 
their interests an account of their stewardship, and where they might see with their 
own eyes the manner in which their funds have been expended, and the progress 
which has been made in their works. 

The directors invite the attention of the shareholders to the solid and complete 
manner in which the whole of the work has been executed, being all of such a per- 
manent and substantial character as to relieve for many years to come their income 
from those heavy charges for repairs which but too often form a lasting incubus upon 
the revenue of similar companies. It has been a guiding principle with your direc- 
tors, on every occasion, to secure the best possible material and the best possible 
workmanship, and in no single instance has saving of cost tempted them to select 
any but the best and the most stable construction. If, instead of adopting such a 
principle, a false economy had led them to curtail their expenditure in the first esta- 
blishment of their undertaking, it would have been possible for them to pare down 
their capital account far below what it will now be fixed at, but the certain, speedy, 
and ever-increasing item of repairs would, for an unlimited period, appear a serious 
element in the future revenue accounts of the company. 

In the report presented at the last general meeting, the directors stated that, under 
the advice of the most eminent parliamentary counsel, a bill had been introduced into 
Parliament on your behalf, in order to protect you against any powers prejudicial to 
your interests which might be sought for by the London Company. This was a step 
which the directors took most reluctantly, as they were very unwilling to incur par- 
liamentary expenses, but they were compelled to do so in deference to the highest 
legal authorities, who advised them that it would be absolutely necessary for them 
to appear by counsel in order to watch the progress of the London Company’s bill, 
lest there might be introduced into it provisions which would embarrass your free 
action, and permanently damage the interests which it was the duty of your board to 
protect. Nobody can appear before Parliament, by counsel, unless it have what is 
technically termed a locus standi, and the directors were informed that this position 
could not with certainty be secured save by their seeking a bill themselves, It was 
also represented to them that there would be no great difference of expense whether 
| they appeared as simple opponents of the United General Company, or as petitioners 

th lves for parli ary powers. In either case the expenses of counsel and of 

witnesses would be the same, and in the costs generally there would not be a great 
difference. They therefore followed the instructions of their parliamentary advisers, 
and themselves sought for a bill as the only certain means by which they could secure 
the ear of the House. 

Of the result of that parliamentary contest you are all aware. Itis not the custom 
of Committees of Parliament to express the motives upon which they found their 
judgments, and it is not for your directors to investigate or to suggest the reasons 
which in the present instance determined the decision; but it seemed that the topics 
which the opposing counsel urged with the greatest vehemence were the compara- 
tively small progress then made in the works of this company, and, above all, the 
fact, which could not be controverted, that during the continuance of its contract 
for the public lighting of the city, your company already had, under the Local Bill, all 
the powers which an Act of Parliament could confer upon it, and these, too, without 
many of the restrictions which are the necessary incidents of a private Act. The 
main gist of your opponents’ argument, the strong point to which they again and 
again reverted, was, that the Cork Company sought for powers of which they were 
already in possession, if they carried out their contract with the corporation. This, 
of course, was accompanied by strong insinuations that your undertaking would 
never get beyond the point which it had then reached; the nature of your works, the 
constitution of your company, and the extent of your capital, being spoken of in 
terms most contemptuous. Even your country did not escape the sneers of your 
opponents’ counsel; and, although the London Company never made any objection 
to the large income which they received out of Cork on account of the source from 
which it came, nevertheless, their counsel were instructed to employ the hacknied 
taunts against Irishmen with which you have been so long familiar; and these advo- 

cates have since been commended for their jeers at the inhabitants of a city which 
has been guilty of the unpardonable offence of seeking to relieve itself from the foreign 
| monopoly of an important branch of trade. 

The anomalous system on which parliz tary pr lings are » makes 
| all contests before that tribunal ily and unr bly expensive; but your 
directors have endeavoured as far as possible to limit the outlay which it was neces- 
| Sary to incur; and they feel satisfaction in informing you that the parliamentary ex- 
penditure will be about one-third of what some persons sought to make you believe it 
! 
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| would amount to, and will not, in the whole, reach the sum of £1000. 
Having thus dwelt on the only topic in the history of your company which does 
| Not give occasion for unmixed congratulation to the shareholders, the directors have 
| how to state generally its present condition and future prospects. 
|. And, first of all, with respect to the capital necessary to complete the undertaking 
| in which you are engaged, it gives the directors great pleasure to be able to inform 
| you that the whole of your works, mains, &c., can be completed in the most satis- 
| factory and efficient manner for a sum considerably less in amount than they supposed 
would be necessary even at your last meeting, and this, be it observed, without in 
the slightest way curtailing the efficiency of your works. Indeed, the only objection 
that,has been urged against the design of the undertaking is, that it has been modelled 
| on too extensive a scale, and especially that the mains are sufficiently large to supply 
a consumption far greater than the whole amount of gas used in Cork at present. To 
this charge your directors must plead guilty, as their engineer has wisely calculated 
upon a largely increased use of gas in Cork, and also upon your mains being required 
to meet a very large proportion, if not the whole, of the increased consumption. At 
the same time, provision has been made for extending, at a comparatively low cost, 
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the manufacturing plant of the company. Despite of all the sneers at your deficient 
capital, your directors find that the funds at their disposal are sufficient not only to 
meet the requirements of gas supply and gas manufacture upon the present scale of 
consumption, but to provide for the future but certain increase which always follows 
the reduction in the price of any commodity, but which, in the case of that which you 
offer to the public, has been perhaps more remarkable than in any other instance in 
commerce. 

In estimating what the money requirements of your company will be, the directors 
have now no occasion to make any theoretical calculation. Their work has now so 
far progressed, that in no important instance need they now travel beyond the actual 
facts of the expense of the works executed or in progress. The most important 
items of all, mains and main-laying, are now so far advanced that their ultimate cost 
can be determined within very narrow limits. You can judge by your own eyes how 
far the manufacturing department is from completion. The greater part of the mains 
and pipes are now delivered, and the deliveries from their contractors’ works will, 
they believe, be completed within another fortnight; and, at the rate at which the 
main-laying is now carried on, the whole of the pipes will be in their place in the 
end of October or beginning of November. 

The meters and service-pipes have all been bought, and are in part delivered. The 
service-laying has been commenced, the public lamps are in course of manufacture, 
and low tenders for lamp-posts have been received, which are to be determined on 
this day, and, in a word, everything which is necessary for lighting the city of Cork 
on the lst of January next is in so forward a state of progress, that if it were neces- 
sary to supply gas a month before that date, your directors feel that they would be 
in a position todo so. They think it necessary to make this statement distinctly, as 
persons still seem doubtful that an undertaking so extensive could possibly be com- 
pleted within so limited a period. 

The directors have also to congratulate you, not only on the moderate price which 
your works will cost, but also on the good fortune which has attended them in the 
selection of contractors who have, in every instance, delivered materials and supplied 
workmanship of such a character, that up to the present time there has not been one 


serious cause of complaint; and, as the remaining work to be executed has been’ 


placed in the hands of firms with whose capabilities the directors are already ac- 
quainted, they trust that similar good fortune will attend them to the close. 

Your board has already made a contract for the best quality of gas coals, on very 
favourable terms, and under their engineer’s estimate of cost. They have already 
received charter-parties of several cargoes, and bill of lading of one, which they 
expect to arrive in a few days. 

Owing to the exaggerat statements with respect to the cost of erecting gas- 
works for the locality, the original Articles of Association of the company fixed its 
capital and arranged its financial powers in a manner which would not have taken 
place had your directors then the experience of the past year. 

Availing th lves of the provisi of the law, which permit modifications to be 
made in a company’s deed, your di s have, in d with the procedure of 
the Act, called an extraordinary meeting of the shareholders, to jider the pro- 
priety of rescinding article 5 of the deed, and in lieu thereof empowering the directors 
to borrow on mo or bond, in the pro; ion of one-third of the paid-up capital. 

The directors have no present exigency for the exercise of the power, which they 
would prefer reserving until the subscribed share capital shall have been paid up; 
and if some more shares are taken, as it is expected there will be, by their fellow- 
citizens, it will be unnecessary for the directors ever to exercise these borrowing 
powers; but they have been advised that it would be judicious and useful to have 
the proposed alteration now made. 


Mr. ANDERSON, the engineer of the company, then read the following:— 
ENGINEER’S REPORT. 
To the Directors of the Cork Gas Consumers’ Company (Limited). 

Gentlemen,—lI have the satisfaction to state that your works are progressing in a 
way that is creditable to your contractors, and that there is every likelihood that 
they will be in a state to deliver gas from one to two months before the time at which, 
by your contracts with the corporation and the private consumers, you are required 
to be ready. 

The Messrs, Cochrane, your main-pipe contractors, are delivering at the rate of 
about 3500 yards of pipe per week. They expect to have the last delivery of pipes 
sent off from their works in about a fortnight to three weeks, and the entire of the 
pipe-laying may be completed about the end of October or early in November. 

During the last month about seven miles of pipe have been laid, and these have 
mostly been of large sizes. We have | about 18 miles of pipe to lay to complete, 
aud these are nearly all of small sizes; from this you can judge for yourselves that 
that important portion of the work will be completed in good time. 

The laying of service-pipes will on a large scale in a few days. These 
we are coating twice in red lead before placing them in the ground; a precaution not 
usually attended to, but one which will amply repay you years hence through in- 
creased duration and diminished leakage. 

The first delivery of 150 meters is expected every hour, and the stores are fitted 
up ready to receive them. 

The street lanterns are being made in the city, as also the wall brackets in which 
they will be placed. These brackets serve about three-fifths of the street lamps; the 
remaining two-fifths, of about 430, will be fitted with lamp-posts, which may be 
ordered at once from the tenders samples and patterns which have been sent in. 

We are, therefore, in a state of great forwardness with all items even of detail 
having reference to the distribution of the _ 

On the works I may say we are equally if not in a more forward state. 

The retort-house, coal store, engine-house, station meter-house, purifying-house, 
meter and fittings stores, and general offices are all roofed in, floored, and I may say 
in use. 

The whole of the retort-ovens are complete, and several settings of retorts are now 
being fitted with the pipes which convey the gas. 

The condenser only requires the erection of the upright pipes to complete it. 

The erection of the engine, boiler, and exhauster, have been complete for several 
weeks past. The gas-pipes leading to and from the exhauster are now being laid, 
and those leading to the gasholder are nearly finished, while those into the tank are 
complete. 

The masonry of the tank has been complete several weeks ; the gasholder is ex- 
pected in the harbour every tide, and the men to erect it are now on the works, pre- 
paring the necessary scaffolding on which it will be built. 

Our whole progress is most satisfactory; it presents signs of the greatest vitality, 
and J have every expectation that, with the continued co-operation of the share- 
holders, and after them the consumers, that you will be enabled to realize more than 
I have ever stated. 

We have been fortunate in getting nearly the whole of the work completed in most 
excellent weather, and without any of those accidents which often cannot be fore- 
seen; and, by continued attention, we hope to complete the whole in the same satis- 
factory and economical manner. 

The erection of the limekiln has already paid for its cost; in it was burned the 
lime employed in the construction of the tank and buildings. It now remains a 
piece of excellent masonry, without a crack or flaw, and will suffice to burn all the 
lime which is constantly required in the purification of the gas, the limestone for 
which, I need scarcely tell you, will be procured froia your own quarry. 

The limestone excavation of the tank has been more than sufficient to construct 
all the buildings, and you have now left some 500 tons to dispose of as you may 
determine. 

From the above and other causes, I have much pleasure in being able to state that, 
while we have rendered all parts as permanent and capacious as it was desirable to 
make them, still your total outlay will come out several thousand pounds within 
those estimates which I produced this year in Parliament, when I stated that, on 
the supposition that such a sum would be required, you would be enabled, with your 
guaranteed consumption of 50,000,000 per annuum, to sell gas at 5s. per 1000 feet, and 
divide 8 per cent. per annum amongst your shareholders, after laying by the usual 
sums per annum for depreciation, wear and tear. 

If the consumers, therefore, keep their pledges to burn your gas, and thus enable 
you to start with a business equal to 50,000,000 cubic feet of gas per annum, you 
will be enabled to begin with a very considerable reduction in the price; and for 
such reduction, I have no hesitation in stating that the consumption of the entire 
city will soon reach the 100,000,000 cubic feet [ have before named, and enable you 
to make a permanent reduction to 4s. 6d., or less. But, if the consumers hesitate 
or divide, the present low price will not be sustained, a3 all depends upon a large 
consumption, and your works being fully employed. 


I am yours, &c., 
Cork, September 7, 1857. 














GrorcEe ANDERSON. 

















SS SS eal 




















Mr. Witi1am Hayes: It may be advisable to read the article No. 5, that 
you contemplate rescinding. : ‘ 
The Secretary wished to explain that there was in that original deed a 
power of borrowing money greater than that now sought for, which allowed 
them to borrow one-half the amount of the money paid up. He then read 
the fifth article, which was— 

5th. After one-half, at least, of the said capital of £60,000 authorized to be raised 
by shares shall have been paid up, the company may, with the sanction of the com- 

any previously given in general meeting, empower and require the directors to 
one Mg on mortgage of the real estate or chattels real belonging to the company or 
on bond, any sum or sums of money not exceeding in the whole one-half of the 
amount of the paid-up capital for the time being; and the directors may make, issue, 
endorse, and accept, in the name and on t of the pany, such bills of ex- 
change and promissory notes as they shall think expedient: provided always that 
the liability of the company, jn respect of such bills or notes, shall at no time exceed 
one-half of the amount of the capital for the time being remaining and not paid up. 
The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, it is my duty, as a matter of routine, to 
move the adoption of the report which has been read by the secretary; and 
in doing so, t hope you will indulge me for a few minutes while I offer 
some observations upon it, and upon other matters which it is necessary to 
notice. (Hear, hear.) It is necessary that I should notice certain matters 
here to-day, as I have been called on by the chairman of our London rivals 
to be “ candid.” I am asked to reply to certain statements made by that 
gentleman, and I am quite ready to do so in vindication of our company, 
and in answer to the insinuations and inuendoes uttered at a time and in a 
place when and where it was impossible to have them answered, inasmuch 
as no person from this company, or having any interest in it, was present. 
Hear, hear.) I feel that the first duty I have to discharge is to relieve the 
irectors of this company from the most unfounded and unwarranted im- 
putations which have been cast upon them by the chairman and secretary 
of the London Company. I conceive that my own personal honour is 
wound up in the progress and success of this company. (Hear, hear.) 
From that position I cannot shrink; and I believe that I would act as 
basely if I turned traitor to the interests of the shareholders of this under- 
taking, as if I did so in the broader and greater subject of politics, or in 
any other vital subject with which the feelings and interests of the public 
at large are identified. (Hear, hear.) ‘The directors of this company are 
identified with its progress and success; and I hold that if they faltered for 
one moment in the discharge of their duty, they would do an act unworthy 
of men of honourin the eyes of their fellow-citizens. (Applause.) It had 
been stated by the chairman of the other company, that overtures have 
come from this company to the effect that we were ready to sell our works. 
I, for one, was in London for a period of four months; but I knew what 
were the feelings of my brother directors before I left Cork. I also know 
what was the character of the letters written by Mr. Lane, at the dictation 
of the directors, in my presence. I heard those letters read in evidence 
before. the Committee of the House of Commons—I know what are their 
feelings at this moment—and I have their positive assurance that there is 
not the slightest foundation for the assertion that they were willing to 
entertain the proposition of the sale of the works. (Hear, hear.) There is 
not even the shadow of an excuse for the allegation. If we were ready to 
sell the works, I say we were ready to betray the shareholders. (Applause.) 
Let thére be no doubt whatsoever upon this matter. The chairman of the 
London Company asserted that such overtures were made, and in support 
of his statement he read a letter, of which the following is a paragraph. 
The letter is written by the secretary, Mr. Ogg, and certainly he goes the 
“ whole Hog” on this occasion (laughter)— 

London, June 23, 1857. 


Dear Sir,—Mr. Chapman having this day reported to the board, that when he had 
the pleasure of meeting five of your directors on Monday, the 15th instant, in Cork, 
they had expressed their willingness to treat for the disposal of their works, &c., 
and algo that you had informéd him on the Wednesday following that they were 
prepared to expect some proposition from this board * . . * * 
Now, what is the plain fact-in connexion with this alleged proposition? 
Mr. Lane was in London on business connected with the progress of our 
company ; and on that occasion Mr. Chapman suggested to him that there 
should be an assembly of the Cork directors on a certain day, for the pur- 
pose of meeting him, Mr. Chapman, in order to have a talk about the affairs 
of the two companies, and with the view of coming to some terms. Mr. 
Lane’s answer was—‘“I advise you, Mr. Chapman, if you come to Ireland 
with the intention of meeting our directors, to bring over, in the bottom of 
our portmanteau, something else than a proposal to buy our works. The 
directors will listen to no proposition whatever, which is not based upon 
the sale of your works to them.” (Hear, hear.) Well, in spite of this 
distinct understanding, Mr. Chapman labours under the extraordinary 
delusion—and the secretary shares it with him—that the directors of this 
company were willing to sell their works. Now, gentlemen, you know 
your directors; they are your own fellow-citizens ; they are connected 
with you in business; you see them on your public boards; you know 
them to be men of honour and credit—and let them be called on here this 
day to say whether they ever were willing to sell the works of this com- 
pany? (“Never! never!” from the directors.) I assert they were not; 
and I appeal to the letters which were read in evidence, as well as to the 
declaration which they have just made in your presence—— 7 

Mr. WrnttAm Hayes: Mr. Chairman, there is a letter of Mr. Lane’s—it 
may be an indiscreet one—before me ; and certainly I do not wish to say 
anything derogatory to this company; but I should say Mr. Lane’s letter 
would look as if there had been some offer made. I am very glad to hear 
such a declaration made by the chairman, as that there was no such offer, 
and that your brother directors are ready to support you init. I read in 
Mr. Lane's letter “it is now too late:” and the inference from that is, that 
there was a time when it was not too late to purchase. 

Mr. LANr (secretary) read the following passage from the letter in 
question :— 

In reply, I am instructed by the directors of this company to say that they fecl it 
is now too late to enter on negotiations which must necessarily occupy time too 
considerable to be devoted to such a purpose, under existing circumstances. 

My meaning in that was, that the negotiations referred to the purchase of 
their works. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Hayes: There is no one in your city more anxious than I that you 
should explain, so as to stamp—lI will not use a harsh word—incorrectness 
in the statements of Mr. Ogg. (Hear, hear.) 

CHAIRMAN: I must not forget that my attention has been called to 
another matter of importance. The chairman of the London Company, 
having a profound interest in your private affairs (laughter),—the same as 
his company have had for the last thirty years,—calls upon me to be 
candid, and to explain to your satisfaction the refusal of the Cork directors 
to purchase the lamps and lamp-posts of his company. Have the kindness 
to listen to me while I read their letter, in which they express their readi- 
ness to treat with us 

Mr. Hares: Oh! their letter isa trap. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
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| our pipes, and have already completed two-thirds of that important task—— 


| open the streets; and this was solemnly urged by the partizans of the Lon- 
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Cuarrman: No doubt it is. (Hear, hear.) We were really anxious, as 
a matter of convenience, that we should have got their lamp-posts, and || 
several times we authorized Mr. Lane to endeavour to bring them to the 
point, by interview as well as by letter; but we never could bring them 
further than this—* We are willing to dispose of our lamp-posts, brackets, 
and lanterns, when the Consumers’ Company are quite prepared to light 
the city of Cork.” —— 

Mr. Hayes: The “ entire city.” (Laughter.) | 
CHArRMAN: When we were ready to light the entire city, then they | 
would treat about their lamps. Let me put this matter clearly to you. | 
We, the Consumers’ Company, are bound, under a penalty of £5000, to | 
light the city on the 1st of January ; and in reference to this guarantee | || 
have a word to say. The chairman of the London Company, animated by 
the most benevolent interest in your welfare, asks—Have the directors of 
this company fulfilled their engagements and signed the deed? What is 
the fact? The deed is before the Recorder; and if there be any delay, it is | 
on the part of that high functionary, who, on the part of the company and | 
the public, is seeing that everything is plain, certain,and honest. (Applause.) || 
But the directors have, with certain shareholders, signed an agreement to 
perfect this deed, and thus give security for the fulfilment of the contract— | 
we each giving a personal guarantee in the amount of £500. At any rate, | 








certain shareholders are under a responsibility of £5000 to light the city on 
the Ist of January next. Now, gentlemen, I put it to you, would it not be 
convenient for the other company to trip us up if they could? (Hear, hear, 
and laughter.) I put it to any candid gentleman—and we must all be || 
“ candid” to-day—(laughter)—does he believe there is a man belonging to | 
the London Company who would not willingly put his leg before us, and | 
trip us up, if he could, between this and the Ist of January? (Hear, hear.) 
Would any one of you trust the other company? (Cries of “No, no.”) They 
may be all men of the highest honour in their individual capacity—and I 
have no doubt they are—but it is a well-known maxim that public com- 
panies have no consciences; and certainly this is true in the case of an old 
sinner like the United General. (Laughter.) I said we have given a gua- 
rantee for the fulfilment of our contract; but we have given a larger personal |: 
guarantee still: we,the directors and officers of the company, have taken be- | 
tween usno less than 770 shares, or one-seventh of the subscribed — 
(loud applause)—representing a sum of £3850. (Hear, hear.) We all have 
paid up our three first calls; and therefore if, as our London friends assert, 
we are dragging the citizens into a bog, we certainly are going up to 
our necks in it ourselves. (Hear, hear, hear, and laughter.) As to 
the matter of the lamp-posts. We were endeavouring to arrange 
that there should be a mutual accommodation ; for it was impossible 
that 1100 “services” could be perfected between the 31st of December, 
1857, and the Ist of January, 1858. It was absolutely necessary, then, that | 
the same accommodation should be mutually given as is given by all other | 
companies under similar circumstances. But we could get them no further | 
than the vague reply, that they were ready to treat when they saw we were | 
ready to light the city. I shall now give you a scrap of local gossip, to | 
show you what the idea of the other company is upon this very subject. 
No later than last week, a certain distinguished gentleman connected with 
the other company, and who, I am delighted to say it, has recovered his 
health almost miraculously, offered to bet one of our shareholders, a respect- | 
able citizen, that we could not possibly light the city on the lst of January. | 
Now, if he represent the opinion of the company with respect to ourcapabi- | 
lity of lighting, when, according to them, would we be in a position to do | 
so? They could not be convinced that we would be in a position to light | 
the city until perhaps the middle of next January ; therefore they would 
not give us the lamps until then ; therefore we would not be able to fulfil | 
our contract with the public ; and therefore we would forfeit the penalty of 
£5000. (Hear, hear.) I ask you, gentlemen, were the directors to allow | 
themselves to be betrayed into such a palpable trap as this? (No, no.) 
But we have been profligate in the expenditure of your money by the pur- 
chase of new lamp-posts, &c., and have not only done you a great wrong, 
but the London Company a great injustice, by not taking their old mate- 
rials. I am most willing to relieve the anxiety of the London gentlemen, 
who are so solicitous about your interests (laughter), by informing them as 
to the real state of the case. The chairman speaks of new lamp-posts, &c., 
costing £3000, and says he would give the old ones for £1500 ; but, gentle- 
men, suppose new, perfectly new, posts, brackets, and lanterns, cost but 
£1600—(cheers)—would that be an evidence of the recklessness of your 
directors? (Hear.) ‘That, I assure you, is the case ; and therefore I trust 
I have allayed the benevolent anxiety of our friend at the other side of the | 
channel. The chairman is asked by Mr. Rhodes, does he think we will bein | 
a position to light on the 1st of January? ‘Thus appealed to personally, he 
does not speak as the organ of a company, but as a private gentleman, and 
therefore he does not assert that we cannot fulfil our contract. Still, he 
hints his disbelief, and he fears that we are a little “ hampered for money,’ 
and other things of the same kind. I ask, are we “hampered for money ?” 
Let me again relieve the anxiety of this respectable gentleman, by assuring 
him we are not. (Hear, hear.) How much would be entirely due on the 
three first calls? Not more than £18,000. How much of that is paid up ? 
Ask the manager of the Provincial Bank, and he will tell you within a fraction | | 
of £15,000. (Great applause.) I know there are a number of persons who have 
not paid their first and second calls yet, and yet who are as safe asthe Bank || 
of England, (Hear.) The fact is, we had no necessity to urge them to pay 
—no person went to them to remind them of their liability—and not one of 
them received a solicitor’s letter on account of their shares. (Hear, hear.) 
We could afford to wait up to this moment; but it is a different matter 
from this now, because there are claims coming on us which must be met, | 
and therefore there must be punctuality of payment for the future. (Hear, || 
hear.) And, inasmuch as the directors have met, and intend to meet, their | | 
own calls, they think it is their duty to call on the shareholders to do the | 
same. (Hear, hear.) Another matter—as to law expenses. (Hear, hear.) 
You know, gentlemen, what you have had to contend against since the forma- 
tion of this company. All kinds of lies, and slanders, and calumnies, have 
been circulated against our undertaking. (Hear, hear.) Wherever you went, 
you found that some person or other, who seemed to be in the pay of the 
other company, was there whispering some falsehood in the ears of the 
credulous (hear, hear), or suggesting some difficulty by which we were to 
be extinguished. For instance, it was asserted that we had no power to 


don Company. From the first moment I insisted we could, and when I 
asked the council for the contract, I said I had no fear of arguing the case 
before any tribunal. We are now opening the streets; we are laying down 


Mr. Joun Daty: And no injunction! (Laughter, and cheers.) 

CrAmMAn: None. It was also whispered that we would be swamped 
by law costs. You have been told by the secretary, that the entire ex- 
pense of going to Parliament was less than £1000, I will ;add another 
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fact, by telling you that the entire legal expenses, from the first inception 
of the company uf to this hour—and we have no further legal expenses— 
was about £1150: that is, about £150 over and above the cost of the par- 
liamentary opposition (hear, hear) —— 

Mr. Hayes: Including parliamentary costs? 

Cuatrman: Including everything. (Hear, hear.) Perhaps [ have gone 
|| too close to the wind in putting the gross sum at £1150; but I am positive 

| that it will not exceed £1200. 

Mr. Hayes: It may save time by my putting this question. Is it a fact 

|| that we owe our solicitors a very large sum of money? 

| CHARMAN: No, certainly not. I was about giving the items of our par- 
liamentary bill, and my statement would have rendered your question un- 
necessary. In fact, in adopting the advice of our London friend, I was 

'| resolved that my candour should have rendered questions unnecessary. 
aoe ge The parliamentary expenses we set down at £1000; and, re- 
member, the chairman of the other company sets down theirs at £1500. 
Well, out of that £100C we paid about £400 to counsel, and for the fees of 
the House and the parliamentary agent about £400 more—that is £800; 
therefore the entire sum due to the solicitors for their services will be about 
£200 or £250. (Hear, hear.) The solicitors attended all through in Lon- 
don—— 

Mr. Hayes: I am not questioning the charges. I asked the question with 
a particular object. 

CHAIRMAN: Let me also state that your solicitors have £500 embarked 
in this company; that they have 100 shares taken between them; and, 
therefore, that they are as much interested in its prosperity as any other of 

| the shareholders. But, I say, let it go abroad that the entire legal expenses 
of the company, from the first hour to this moment, will not exceed £1200, 
and that no other legal expenses can be incurred. We are asked, why did 
we go before Parliament? Is there a gentleman here who would ask that 
question seriously? Would we trust the other company? (No,no.) If left 
to themselves, they would have tripped us up; they would have put a huge 
extinguisher on us. (Laughter.) One word in a clause would have shut 
you up—would have prevented you from opening the streets—would have 
swept you, as a company, off the face of the earth. (Hear, hear.) Were we 
to trust them? It was our bounden duty to go before Parliament; and, as 
to the result, I confess I for one am not very much astonished, because we 
had respectable citizens of Cork coming forward to state that the people were 
perfectly satisfied with the dealings of the other company; that everything 
went on delightfully; and that we, the Consumers’ Company, were a small 
knot of conspirators, who got up a bubble company to -—! out some per- 
sonal object, or some ambitious scheme. (Hear, hear.) This was the alle- 
gation at the other side; and we had not evidence enough to show the 
real fact, that there was great dissatisfaction among the citizens of Cork, 
in consequence of the treatment which they received from this imma- 
culate London Company. Sy ogee? A Was it not of great consequence 
that we should have heard the evidence on the other side? Suppose 
we were inclined to buy their works, was it not worth the matter of 
£500 or £600 to get at the truth, or something like it? The chairman 
now says the leakage is but 12} per cent. Why were not Mr. Gibbings or 
Mr. Fulwood, the local engineer, able to tell that when examined on oath 
| before the committee of the House of Commons? At any rate, we got the 
admission that, for a period of 16 or 17 years, no work of importance had 
been executed. And of this fact we have evidence of a striking nature 
|| afforded us, in conseguence of certain improvements now going on in the 
| city. We are laying down water-pipes at the present moment ; and I ask 
you have you ever * nosed” the holes made for the reception of those pipes ? 
(Hea; and laughter.) Have arty of you smelled the mains of the London 
Company? \ They are ina rotten gtate; and I assert it is the greatest mercy 
to the ratepayers of Cork that they were not entrapped into the purchase 
of the works of that company. (Hear, hear.) Suppose the corporation had 
bought them, what would they have bought them for? Mr. Gibbings said 
“ about et But should you have paid nothing for the “ good-will?” 
Even say 000, I say that sum for an old and deteriorated plant, upon 
which nothing of any importance had been done for 16, or 17, or 20 years, 
would have been worse than buying a pig in a poke; it would have been 
the worst bargain ever made. (Hear, hear.) You would have the dead 
weight of the purchase money hanging round your necks, and you should 
have to lay by an enormous reserve fund to meet the repairs and improve- 
ments necessary year after year; and, to make the matter worse, you could 
not have had cheap gas in Cork. But you have it now—(hear, hear)— 
and, I ask, to whom are you indebted for it? Is it to the London Company? 
—(cries of “ no, no”)—or is it to yourselves? (Cries of “ hear, hear.”) Do 
you owe them one single farthing of the present reduction of gas? (No, no.) 
You put the screw on them—you have driven them to the wall; and the 
result is, they now give it to you at 4s. 6d. (Hear, hear.) In doing this 
you have done a great service to the city. By the reduction to 4s. 6d., the 
price at which gas will be sold from henceforward, a saving of £3700 
a year has been effected—(hear, hear)—that is the difference between 
7s. and 4s. 6d. on the present consumption. This, at 20 years’ purchase, 
represents a capital of £70,000, saved to the citizens of Cork by your energy 
and public spirit. (Hear, hear.) You do not owe one penny of this boon to 
the benevolence of the London Company, but to your own exertions. I am 
asked to be candid upon other matters—namely, what our liabilities are, and 
what are the means we have of meeting them. There are 6005 shares 
'taken. If we had 7250 taken, we never should require to borrow one far- 





thing. (Hear, hear.) At first, we imagined that we could not build our | 


works, and do all things necessary, under £60,000. We then came down 
to £50,000. Then Mr. Anderson showed that we could accomplish our ob- 
ject for £43,000; and now I tell you that you will have all your works com- 
| pleted, and a working capital in hand, for a gross sum of £37,000. (Loud 
||applause.) Therefore, instead of giving £60,000 for Mr. Gibbings’ old works, 
|| we can have our spick, span, new works, that will not leak, that will com- 
bine all the newest improvements, and that will produce the largest quan- 
tity of gas from a given amount of raw material, for little more than half. 
(Cheers.) We ask you for a certain borrowing power, which is to be used 
when all the calls are made, and not till then; but this is necessary for us 
|to have, because there may be those who, from various causes, may not 
—_ their calls, while we must meet the claims of our contractors. (Hear, 
ear. 

vi Hayes: Do you not think it would be better, with shareholders who 
have so readily paid the three calls, to call on them for another, sooner than 

| go to the expense of a mortgage? 
| CHarRMAN: Mr. Hayes, perhaps, did not apprehend what was stated by 


the secretary, and what I have said. There was no such contemplation as | 
| he supposes. Until the shareholders have met the fourth and fifth calls, | 


|| the borrowing power will not be put in operation. (Hear, hear.) But con- 
| sidering that we will not meet you until the next half-yearly meeting, in 
| — next, We may, or may not be, in a position to require a small sum of 
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money, though, as I have said, so long as we can get money from the share- | | 
holders, we will not require to borrow. Under present circumstances, our | | 
shares will not realize more than £30,000. But, gentlemen, in order to | 
render the power for borrowing unnecessary to be used, I will call 
on you, gentlemen, to do what I and my brother directors are our- 
selves ready todo. I need not say that | am not a man of very large 
capital, but still I can afford some addition to the shares I have taken—for | | 
I have already received the advantage in the reduction of my own gas. | 
am ready to add 25 shares, so as to make my total number 1 hear, 
hear)—and I say there is spirit —-! in this meeting to add 1000 shares 
to those already taken. (Cheers.) If to 7000 shares, which our subscribed 
capital would be in that case, you add 250 more, we would not want a single 
farthing of borrowed money. (Hear, hear.) The chairman, after strongly | 
urging on the meeting the necessity of taking up the remaining shares, | | 
which were only 2000 in all, and dwelling on the causes which, he said, 
rendered the undertaking one of the most sure and satisfactory that could 
be imagined, he pointed to the forward condition of the works, and asserted, | | 
on the authority of the engineer and his own knowledge of what had been 
already accomplished, that the Consumers’ Company would be in a position 
to light the city on the 1st of January, and thus fulfil their contract with 
the consumers and the public. He concluded by stating that the directors, | | 
instead of being in the slightest degree annoyed at questions being put to | 
them by the shareholders, would, on the contrary, be grateful for affording 
them the means of giving every information in their power, as they had no- | | 
thing whatever to conceal. (Hear, hear.) Before he concluded, he asserted | | 
that, so far from the directors being “ hampered for money,” they had met | | 
every claim upon them promptly on its being made ; and that, provided the | 
contractor had the certificate of their engineer to the due performance of | 
the work done, his claim was satisfied at the very next meeting of the direc- 
tors—and that in no one instance had any delay been made in the payment | 
of an account. The chairman concluded, amidst applause, by moving the | | 
adoption of the report. || 
Mr. HAyEs was going to put a few questions, but very few. He had || 
interrupted the chairman, but perhaps he had saved in some degree the time | | 
of the meeting, because he would then have to be putting those questions 
which were now answered. He was perfectly satisfied on those, and he had 
little doubt he would get the same answer—a contradiction to a report then 
current in the town, which he had little doubt had been circulated from an | | 
adjoining concern. It was, that the directors of their company had dis- | 
posed of a large amount of their shares to their contractors, with an under- | | 
taking from the directors that if those contractors should be induced to sell | | 
them under par, under £5, that they would be recouped or guaranteed sub- | | 
sequently. That was, that they had given them for their debt a large || 
amount of shares, with a guarantee that if they took them into the market | | 
and sold them for £1, they would make it up to£5. Heasked the question, || 





| 


| did they give the shares in payment to contractors, and was there any such | 


guarantee ? | 
The Secretary said, it was perhaps his official duty to answer that, as | 
he was intimately acquainted with every financial transaction of the com- | | 


| pany, and with the circumstances under which every share had been taken; | | 





and he had to say that in that statement there was not a shadow of a shade | 
of truth—(hear, hear)—that there was not in a single instance, to can- | | 
tractors or anybody else, a guarantee given; and that every contractor | | 
stood in the same position as Mr. Hayes did, to stand or fall with the rest. | | 

Mr. Hayes: I am afraid you don't precisely understand me, but you have | | 
perfectly answered my question. 

Mr. Lampkin: I think it is necessary for me, on the part of my brother 
directors, to repudiate indignantly such a charge. 1am most gratified that 
you asked this question. 

Mr. Hayes: I presume you don’t suppose it is a question emanating 
from me? 

Mr. Lamsxtn: No; but, to show you that I would not be a party to such 
a thing, I indignantly repudiate it. The secretary has stated what is per- 
fectly the truth. 

Mr. Hayes: May I ask you whether the land upon which these buildings | 
have been erected has been taken by lease or purchase? 

The Secrerary said that the site of the works, with about three acres | 
or more, including a residence, was originally taken at a rent of £140 a! 
year. In the deed upon which it was taken there was a condition made 
that the directors might fine it down to £90 a year, they receiving « reduc- 
tion of 6 per cent. for every £100 they paid, for fine. The directors had 
made a further arrangement to fine it down to the sum of £60 a year. It 
was under a fee farm-grant it was held, not a lease, which put them in the 
same position as if they held the fee of the ground, giving them the right | 
over the soil, minerals, &c., and with an Encumbered Estates Court title. 

Mr. Hayes: Has any mortgage been executed conveying these premises 
as security for the rent? 

The Secretary: Decidedly not. 

Mr. Hayes: I will not trouble the directors any more. 

The CuairMAn: Before any of the other directors address the meeting, 
is there any other shareholder who wishes to ask any question whatever? 
We court inquiry; we shall be only too grateful for it. 

Atter a pause, 

The Cuatrnman: I move the adoption of the directors’ report. 

Mr. C. J. CANTILLON seconded the motion. 

Mr. Haves: I have been requested to ask have the directors yet contem- 
plated the price at which they will charge gas to the consumers? 

Mr. Lampkin: I think I can answer that question. On the books of the 
company there is a resolution passed months ago, before any pressure came 
upon us at all, from seeing the low price at which we could erect our gas- 
works, that we could afford to pay a handsome per centage to the share- | 
holders, and give gas at 5s. (Hear, hear.) We are prepared this day to | 
enter upon prices, but the reason we do not is, we do not wish, on| 
account of a certain advertisement that appeared in the Cork papers 
last week, to bring that subject before the shareholders at present. We do 
not wish to seem to be driven to prices by any foreign competition. (Hear, 
hear.) Ifyou have confidence in your directors—(hear, hear)—you will 
leave the question in their hands. 

Mr. Hayes: I am quite sure of it; and I hope that none of the questions 
I have put to the board of direction would intimate any want of confidence. 
(Hear, hear.)*** . 

Mr. LAMBKIN observed there was one question on which he wished to 
relieve himself from any imputation. It was explained to the meeting that 
the directors did not seek the interview with Mr. Chapman on the part of 
the United General Gas Company. Mr. Chapman proposed that interview 
to their secretary in London. The meeting had heard their answer. Mr. 
Chapman came to Cork; there was no formal meeting of the directors, 
but as many as could be got, five altogether, went to meet him. He (Mr. 
Lambkin) at that time was very anxious to avoid opposition. He avowed 
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he was anxious to buy the old company's works; but he now agreed with 
the chairman, and he was glad they did not get such a bargain. (Hear, hear.) 
The directors wanted to treat with that company on the basis of ae their 
works ata valuation. They refused to entertain the question of selling their 
works to the consumers. Immediately on that, he (Mr. Lambkin) got up, and 
took his hat, saying, there was no use in further losing their time there. Sub- 
sequently to that a desultory conversation took place—not at allofficial. They 
listened to Mr. Chapman, and the engineer, Mr. Saunders, about their position 
and prospects, and the opposition the consumers should encounter, and when 
those gentlemen were going away, they said they would make a proposition. 
The answer to that was, that any proposition they made, if it had the 
remotest chance of being acceptable to their shareholders, they, as in duty 
bound, would lay it before them for acceptance or rejection. ‘That was the 
only word, in which, individually or collectively, the directors went into 
the subject. (Hear, hear.) He would call their attention to the letter of 
June 23rd. The date of the directors’ answer was the 27th. He asked any 
gentleman, seeing those dates, did they hesitate one moment in rejecting 
the proposal? (Hear, hear.) For himself, he never entertained the remotest 
idea of it, nor did any of his brother directors; and it was a mere assump- 
tion on Mr. Chapman’s part to say they made any proposition to dispose of 
their works. That he indignantly denied. 

Mr. Hayes: I have the audacity to tell you, you have not the power to 
sell without the consent of the shareholders. 

Mr. Lampkin: I do not say the power, but I deny that we had the will 
to sell. 

The Secretary read the following minute from the book of trans- 
actions :— 

June 15, 1857.—The secretary reported that at the recommendation of Mr. Ander- 

son, he had waited on the secretary of the United General Gas Company, in order 
to know whether that company would be prepared to sell, on equitable terms, their 
lamps and lamp-posts to the Cork Company; and that he had been introduced to the 
chairman of the company and Mr, Chapman, one of the directors, who expressed 
great anxiety that some arrangement should be made between the two companies: 
that he (the secretary) had declared strongly his — that any arrangement, 
except one based on the sale of the works of the United General Gas Company, 
would now be impossible, and that Mr. Chapman expressed his intention of visiting 
Ireland, and his wish to meet some of the directors of the company. 
He (the secretary) would wish to say that he had made use of an expres- 
sion, vulgar, but expressive, as vulgar things often are. Mr Chapman told 
him he would come over, and he (the secretary) said he might come if he liked, 
but he would recommend him to put something else in his carpet-bag be- 
sides a proposition based on the sale of the Consumers’ Company's works; 
because he knew the directors of the company too well to believe that they 
would entertain any such proposition, and he knew the shareholders too 
well to think that, even if. the directors contemplated such a thing, they 
would allow them to remain in office for one moment. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion for the adoption of the directors’ report was then put from 
the chair, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. T. MAnoneEy, in moving the adoption of the engineer's report, ob- 
served that there was one point which Mr. Hayes had put before the meet- 
ing, and which seemed to have been forgotten since; that was, that in the 
secretary's reply to Mr. Ogg, he said, “ they feel it is now too late.” That 
point had not been replied to at all yet, and it was only lest any advantage 
might be attempted to be taken of it he now alluded to it. The reason 
why it was “now too late” he would tell them. When the directors made 
their proposition for the purchase of the old company’s lamp-posts, they 
made their account in also using their pipes; but when that letter was 
written, they had bought their new pipes, and therefore it was “ too late.” 

Mr. Hayes: The reason I asked it was because some persons might think 
it referred to a sale of our works. I am afraid I have given you a great deal 
of trouble. (No,no.) I am not satisfied with it, for I would take the 
liberty of suggesting that our respected secretary would draw Mr. Oge's 
attention to the meeting of the Glasgow Town Council held last week, and 
he will there see what clever intelligent Scotchmen do—wanting local 
management for their own place. He did not attack them, nor their bogs, 
or holes, or anything else. (Hear, hear.) You will there see one of the 
Glasgow engineers says, water and gas are the right arm of the municipal 


body. 

Me Joun Daty: Mr. Hayes, we have made “a hole” we will bury the 
whole of them in. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. Hayes: If you favour me by looking to the report, you will see what 
Scotchmen are doing. Are we out of the world altogether, that we are not 
allowed to provide for ourselves without the consent of Mr. Ogg or dog, or 
whatever he is? (Laughter.) 


The CuarrMAN: But it did not escape Mr. Ogg that the Glasgow Town. 


Council did not run to purchase the company’s works, because, as one of 
the speakers said, if they saddled themselves with the purchase, they would 
be obliged to raise the price from its present low rate of 4s. 

Mr. Joun Dary seconded the motion for adopting the engineer’s report, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Tuomas Burrowes: It has been suggested to me by a shareholder, 
that if the shareholders who are now present, and | am happy to see so 
large a number assembled, take one-fifth more than what they have already 
taken, it would prevent the necessity for having recourse to the extra- 
ordinary meeting to increase your borrowing powers. As an evidence of 
my confidence in the board of directors, though I am but a holder of 10 
shares, I will make them 22. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. JerEmMIAH Bucktey: I was waiting to see if the directors would 
allow me to take 25 shares more. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 

A number of the shareholders present at once subscribed their names, 


| following are copies:— 


one gentleman, Mr. John Daly, taking 200 in addition to 200 held before, | 
Mr. Michael Gould 75 in the name of members of his family, and Mr. Ander- | 


son, the engineer, 30. The total number subscribed for was stated to be 613. 

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, this is the best answer to the London Com- 
pany. This is candour for their chairman. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ANDERSON (engineer to the company) said, while they were in the 
middle of their subscriptions, he would state the reasons why he took some 
more shares. Of course they were aware a dodge had been tried of a reduc- 
tion in the price of gas in this city. The old company should have headed 
their bill “ Immense Sacrifice!” “ Selling off at reduced price!!”—(laughter) 
—for he could assure them that that reduction was just as great a dodge 
as any put up on shopkeepers’ bills. They could not expect that com- 
pany were in earnest in what they were doing, for if they looked to 
Dublin, where the corporation and gas agitators were at work, where the 


consumers themselves took up the question, and had canvassed it ¢ ic | i - 
I : ‘ anvassed it at public | your committee to the council. 


meetings, they only reduced their gas from ds. 10d. to 5s per 1000 feet. 


| Board of Health, have passed the resolution, a copy of which I have the pleasure 


And if they only came down to ds., did they except they were in earnest | 


in offering the Cork people gas at 4s. bd. where the consumption was 


not one-fourth what it was in Dublin? (Hear, hear.) It was as great a | 


romance as ever they read. All the Consumers’ Company had to do was to ! 








goon. They had reduced their outlay by some £6000, compared with what 
it was when they met before; and that simple fact alone enabled them to 
sell their gas at 4d. less, giving still the same dividend of 8 per cent. Mr. 
Anderson proceeded then to refer to the dividend of the United General Gas 
Company. The accounts on which these dividends were struck were for the 
half year before, and therefore, up to the present time, they were all on the 
high prices which had been previously going on. They had been paying 
only 3 per cent. with those high prices; what were they to pay with the low 
prices? If the Consumers’ Company were content with 8 per cent. for a 
fight, they could reduce their gas below 4s. (Hear, hear.) It was only a 
question of time. The old company had drawn it on themselves. The 
Consumers’ Company were going, on fair commercial principles, to sell gas 
at a reasonable price. He (Mr. Anderson) had told them some twelve 
months ago, when they came to look at a capital of £56,000, that the charge 
should be 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. When it came down to £40,000, he said they 
might sell it at 5s.; and, from the reductions in the outlay which had since 
taken place, he found they might sell at 4s. 6d., leaving to themselves still a 
handsome dividend. He therefore said, if they just continued on as they | 
had done, took shares, paid up their calls, and had all their payments made || 
in proper time, they would avoid interest, mortgages, and other unnecessary || 
expenses. (Hear, 2 He had himself taken 30 shares, in addition to 60 |! 
which he owned already. || 

Mr. Hayes: I have been asked to suggest to you whether the board of | | 
direction would think it well to hold out a discount or bonus for those who 
paid the shares in full? | 

Mr. Lane: That is arranged already. In any case where a gentleman || 
pays before being called on, he is allowed interest. } 

ir. Hayes: I understand that that was not generally known. || 

Mr. O'Neri: The reason was that the money was not required, and we | | 
did not want parties to pay in advance. 

Mr. Hayes: Have you, asa matter of justice, charged those who have | | 
not paid up interest on their calls? It might be a trifling thing, but it is a 
matter of justice to those who are punctual | 

The Secretary: They are all, by the rules of the company, chargeable | | 
with interest. In no case have we yet enforced it. | 

Mr. Hayes: Then it is to be hoped that the board of direction will take || 
no apologies. | 

The CuarkMANn: We will carry it out in future. I think the sum of over | 
£3000 subscribed in twenty minutes ought to answer the chairman of the 
London Company as to our being hampered with difficulties. 

The ordinary meeting haying terminated, 

Mr. SucrveE moved, and Mr. Burke seconded, the proposition, that Mr. 
Maguire resume the chair at the extraordinary meeting. } 

Mr. LAMBKIN said, notwithstanding the number of shares that had been | 
subscribed for that day, he thought it was quite necessary that their direc- 
tors should have their hands strengthened as much as possible, by giving 
them the borrowing powers, which would not exceed £4000 or £5000. 

The Cuarrman : Not so much. 

Mr. LaAmBKry : It would be another instance of their confidence in the |! 
directors if they gave it. At the same time, he should tell them it should | | 
pass three-fourths of that meeting, and it must also pass another extra- 
ordinary meeting. He moved a resolution giving power to the directors to | | 
borrow any sum on mortgage not exceeding one-third of the share-capital | | 

yaid up. 
. Ths mation was seconded by Mr. Jeremran Buck ey, and carried una- | 
nimously. || 

On the motion of Mr. Cuartes SuGrvue, the second chair was taken by | 
Mr. JAMes LAMBKIN. 

Mr. SuGRUE said he had great pleasure in moving a resolution which he 
calculated would be carried by the universal acclamation of that meeting. 
He was sure every man there was sensible of the large debt of gratitude || 
which the citizens of Cork owed to Mr. Maguire. (Hear, hear.) He had | | 
been the main-spring of the movement to rescue them from a grinding and 
despotic monopoly under which they had been groaning for years, and under 
which they would continue to groan, had it not been for Mr. Maguire's 
exertions, and the efficient manner in which he had advanced the establish- | | 
ment of the present company, both by his able pen and his eloquent tongue. | 
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Sugrue) therefore moved that the cordial and || 
warmest thanks of that meeting be given to Mr. Maguire. | 

Mr. Joun Daty seconded the motion. | 

| 
| 
| 








The CuArrMAN, in putting the question, said that Mr. Maguire's brother 
directors fully appreciated his ardent feelings in working up any movement, | | 
but more particularly the gas concern, up to the present moment. | | 

The motion was carried by acclamation. | 

Mr. Maautirg, in acknowledging the compliment, said he was really proud | | 
of that testimony on that occasion, for though it was not necessary to set | | 
him right with himself, it might be necessary to set him right with the Eng- | 
lish public, as it had been insinuated that he was a kind of small John Sad- | | 
lier, who was trying to dupe the shrewd citizens of Cork. (Laughter.) 

The meeting then adjourned. 





PUBLIC LIGHTING IN BRISTOL. 

A Special Meeting of the Bristol Town Council, acting as the Local Board 
of Health, was held at the Council-House of that city on the 28th ult.—the 
Right Worshipful the Mayor in the chair—at which the town-clerk read a 
report from the committee on gas, containing a letter from the secretary of 
the company, enclosing a resolution of the board of directors, of which the 


To the Committee of the Bristol Local Board of Health. 

Gentlemen,— Your letter of the 20th inst. has been laid before a meeting of the 
directors of this company, and I am instructed to inform you that the tender sent in 
to the Local Board of Health on the 6th inst. was made by the directors after mature 
deliberation; and, on again weighing the whole matter, it is their conviction now, 
as it was then, that both the public and private consumers of gas in the city of 
Bristol would have been fairly and liberally dealt with by the gas company, and in 
their relative proper positions, if the terms of that tender had been at once accepted 
by the committee of the Board of Health. 

But that it may not be said that the company, fecling themselves to be right, de- 
terminately refuse to make any concession, or in any way meet the wishes of the 


herewith to enclose. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Henry H. Townsenp, Secretary. 
P.S.—As this matter has been already referred by you to the Town Council, acting 
as the Board of Health, and publicly discussed, the directors have to request that 
this letter, together with the accompanying resolution, may be also forwarded by 
H T 


Bristol United Gaslight Company, Aug. 26, 1857. 


Copy of Resolution passed at a Meeting of the Directors of the Bristol United Gaslight 
Company, held at the Offices of the Company on the 26th of August, 1857. 
Resolved,—That the committee of the Local Board of Health having, by letter 
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addressed to this board on 20th inst., req ar ideration of the terms of the | 
tender made by this company on the 6th inst. for lighting with gas the public lamps | 
in the borough of Bristol, the directors cannot admit that any equitable ground has 
been assigned in the di ion on this subject in the Town Council for the recon- | 
sideration of the terms of that tender. But, desiring as far as possible to meet the | 
wishes of the committee of the Local Board of Health, the directors of this company | 
hereby express their willingness to amend their former tender by consenting to 
supply the 5-feet lamps throughout the borough at £4 per lamp per annum instead 
of £4. 4s., the conditions of the tender made on the 6th inst. in every other respect 
remaining the same. By ordex of the directors, 

(Signed) H. H. Townsenp, Secretary. 
The committee remarked that the saving on the 2401 city lamps would 
be £480. 4s. per annum. 

Mr. VisGER having moved that the tender be accepted, 

Mr. CoLE recommended that the contract should only be made for one 

year. 

The Town-CLerk said the company would not tender for so short a 
period. 

. Mr. Cote said, “ Then I will not be a party to the contract,” and imme- 
diately rose from his seat and left the council-chamber. 

This proceeding, which was at first received with general laughter, was 
soon found to be a more serious matter than at first appeared, for Mr. Cole’s 
presence being necessary to complete the quorum, the board was for a time 
in danger of being “ snuffed out.” 

The Mayor said it was a serious matter, inasmuch as if the contract 
were not taken, the city would be left in darkness; whereupon, 

Mr. Brice said he would go down stairs and ask the re-attendance of Mr. 
Herapath, who had been compelled to retire for the discharge of a magis- | 
terial duty. Mr. Brice then left the room, and in the course of a few 
minutes returned, and with a triumphant air ushered in the desiderated | 
councillor, whose return had the effect of once more renewing the legal | 
existence of the board. 

The tender of the company was then agreed to, and the proceedings 
terminated. 














THE GAS AND WATER QUESTION AT BIRKENHEAD. 

At the usual Monthly Meeting of the Birkenhead Commissioners, held on 
the 1st inst., Mr. Joun Larrp presiding, the ee tp pene! committee 
reported that, since the rejection of the Birkenhead Gas and Water Bill, a 
case has been submitted for the opinion of the Attorney-General and Mr. 
Jolliffe. Upon the recommendation of the Attorney-General, a draft has 
been prepared of an information and bill in equity, to ascertain the amount 
that would now be standing to the credit of the contingent fund of £5000, 
if the provisien of the Act had been observed, and to have that sum made 
good by the original shareholders, Mr. J. S. Jackson, Mr. W. Jackson, and 
the estate of the late Mr. J. Mallaby; for an account of receipts and pay- 
ments from the commencement of the company; and to restrain the com- 
pany from charging a higher rate for gas and water than will enable them 
to pay a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. on the actual paid-up capital. 

he committee were of opinion that this information and bill ought to be 
filed. 

The CHArrRMAN said that by that bill the nominal capital by Act of Par- 
liament was £100,000, and the loans which they had the power to raise 
under the present Act £33,000. The actual capital paid-up he considered, 
from the result of the investigation before Parliament, would be about 
£60,000, and the loans about £33,000—say about £93,000, without any 
allowance for expenditure on Birkenhead and other illegal matters, leaving 
to be called up £40,000; unexpended capital, as per last report of the gas 
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who resided at Birkenhead at that time were some of them dead and gone; 
but they could now act for the town. The capital actually paid up was 
say about £60,000, loans £33,000, making £93,000. The profit of six 
months ending March 31, 1857, per the company’s published accounts, was 
£7000; for twelve months, £14,000; and the actual amount of dividend | 
payable to the company was £7650. He thought another point should not | 
be lost sight of. At the time the opposition bill was got up, there were | 
great objections to signing a petition. Some parties thought that it would | 
not succeed, but, by pursuing a straightforward course, they had gained 
considerably. ‘The capital and loan proved to be actually expended would 
be about £93,000. The capital proposed by the bill which they had thrown 
out was £319,000—a difference of £226,000 against the consumers of 
Birkenhead and Cloughton. (Hear, hear.) He hoped therefore in the end 
that the town might get cheaper gas and water; for if his statement was 
at all correct, this bill would enable them to effect a great reduction in the 
price of gas and water, and an ample supply instead of a half supply as at 
this moment. (Hear, hear.) He had thought it right to go into these details 
for the information of parties who were not in London; and he would now 
move that the special report of the parliamentary committee be confirmed, 
and a bill and information against the Water Company be prosecuted. 

Mr. Bet seconded the motion. 

The motion was agreed to after some remarks from Dr. Baylis as to the 
necessity of a more abundant supply of water. 





ALLEGED NuIsANCE AT THE PuHa:nix GAs-Works.—At the Greenwich 
police-court, on the 15th ult., J. E. Johnson, Esq., the chairman, and several 
directors of this company (which supplies the district of Greenwich and 
Charlton), appeared before Mr. Traill, to answer summonses at the instance 
of the corporation of the City, charging them with “ unlawfully permitting 

uantities of noxious liquids and other refuse to flow into the waters of the 
Thames from their works at Deptford Creek.” Mr. Sleigh appeared as counsel 
for the corporation, and Mr. Jones, solicitor, for the company. Mr. Natha- 
niel Saunders, water bailiff to the corporation of London, proved visiting the 
gas-works on several occasions, and finding men employed in pumping 
offensive fluid into the river. He took samples of this fluid, which he now 
produced. Mr. Thomas Taylor, lecturer on chemistry at Middlesex Hospital, 
deposed he had examined the contents of the bottles produced, and found 
that, amongst other gases, the fluid emitted sulphuretted hydrogen gas, 
which was poisonous, and when in any palpable quantity must be highly 
detrimental to health, producing nausea and sickness. Several witnesses 
residing near the gas-works were examined, and deposed that the most 
offensive smells resulted from the pumping of this refuse into the Thames. 
Mr. Sleigh said the corporation, as conservators of the river, intended to 
prefer indictments at the Old Bailey sessions for misdemeanour, if the 
magistrates thought a case had been made out. Mr. Traill called on the 
defendants to find bail in £100 each to answer such indictments. 

THe “ Four-Suitiinc Mrxep.”—We are glad to be able to corroborate 
the belief which now prevails in the City, viz., that the quality of Great 
Central gas has greatly improved during the last fortnight. We sincerely 
trust that the directors and contractors may be able to sustain the high 
standard which the gas of this company has hitherto maintained.—Gas and 
Water Times. 

O_puAM.—A meeting of the gas committee was held on the 24th ult., to 
appoint officers under the new arrangement. There were thirty applicants 
for the office of chief clerk, at a salary of £250a year. Mr. James Taylor, 
the former clerk, was re-elected. To the office of manager, salary £200, for 
which there were thirty-four applicants, Mr. William Cornforth, of the 
Ashton Gas-Works, was elected. Mr. Edwin Leech was appointed superin- 





company, £7500; surplus land valued at £7500—balance £55,000, yet to 
expend in gas and water-works, additions, and extensions. Now, when he 


works, to supply 50,000 people, at £50,000, he thought if they established, 
by prosecuting this bill, from the evidence of the parties themselves, that 


of proper gas and water, if they compelled the company to come to such 
an arrangement as would enable them to do it themselves. The effect 
of creating £40,000 of fictitious capital in 1841 was this: it was equivalent 
to charging the gas consumers of Birkenhead £4000 a year more than they 
should pay from that time to the present on the actual capital expended, 
or about £64,000 during the 16 years. He was sorry to say that the | 
Attorney-General’s opinion was, and it seemed to be based on very proper 
grounds, that they could not look back to that period, because the parties 





reminded them that Mr. Bateman had said he could put up first-rate water- | 


this balance remained, they should be under no anxiety as to the supply | 


tendent of out-door work, salary £100. There were fifty-five applications 
for this office. 

CALCUTTA PARTIALLY LIGHTED witH GaAs.—With rebellion, murder, 
| rapine, distrust, and alarm on every hand, the career of improvement in 
India remains still unchecked. On the evening of the 6th July, when the 
authorities at Calcutta had, or believed they had, occasion to inform the 
public through the newspapers that a British force at Cawnpore had been 
annihilated by mutineers and rebels, a part of that city was, for the first 
time, lighted with gas. The natives were, of course, greatly astonished and 
perplexed by this exhibition of the new light. We will regard this intro- 
duction of the “ wonderful lamp” into the metropolis of British India, at 
such a moment, as a happy presage that Britain shall still carry on her 
good work of enlightening this belated county.—Bombay Gazette. 
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Dover Locau Boarp or Heattn.—A few lines in our report ays | of water consumed gradually increases rather than diminishes. | 
of the present week’s proceedings of the managing committee of | The difficulty of bringing home such offences is almost insuperable. Mean- |' 
the Local Board of Health inform our readers that on Wednesday | while the necessity for a further supply, or a less consumption, stares the | 
next the committee will meet specially for the purpose of taking into their | local board in the face; and they pause to ask each other what is to be | 
consideration the measures necessary to be adopted with reference to | done? The remedy, we would venture to suggest, is not to spend large 
the supply and consumption of water in connection with the public water- | sums of money in attempting to increase the supply of water. Already | 
works. This meeting will not be held a moment too soon. For many | 1,000,000 gallons per week are obtained beyond the quantity estimated by 
months the consumption of water has been considerably beyond what the | Messrs. Rammell and Lister for the requirements of the whole inhabitants. 
engineers who designed the works, Messrs. Rammell and Lister, estimated || The plan now to be adopted, therefore, is to introduce a system of inter- 
it would be when the whole of the houses in the borough were connected | mittent supply. This would put the consumers to a slight expense, it is | 
with the mains ; and at present not half the entire number are supplied. | true, as every house under such a plan must be provided with a cistern ; | 
The engineers estimated that 500,000 gallons, or 125 gallons per house per | but it must be borne in mind that the further expenditure of money in the 
day, would be an ample supply. The consumption on Sundays would not | attempt to gain an additional supply of water would ‘bring with it increased | 
be so great, but,in round numbers, this estimate would give a total con- | taxation; and the choice therefore lies rather between the modes in which 
sumption of 3,500,000 gallons per week. But, with 1887 houses connected, | the ratepayer’s money shall be expended, than in the amount he may have 
instead of 4000, what do we find? Why, that during the last week no less | to expend. The result, moreover, of fresh experiments would be most un- | 
than 4,215,000 gallons of water were consumed, or, probably, allowing for | certain; and, supposing it to be attended with success, and a greater supply 
the watering of the streets and the necessary waste in the process of con- | of water obtained, it would be impossible even then to guard against the 
necting fresh houses, about double the quantity estimated by the engineers | wasteful inclinations of certain consumers. To use a homely proverb, there 
per house. It becomes apparent, then, that there is either a reckless waste | would be a pouring in at the spigot and a letting out at the bung. Waste, 
of water in some of the houses which are connected, or an immense leakage | if it exists to the extent alleged, will never be Lrg: unless the supply 
as yet undiscovered ; for it is preposterous to suppose that theconsumption | is made a limited one Let the water be turned into the mains for two or 
of water for ordinary domestic purposes can average 250 gallons per house | three hours a day. In that time every ordinary householder will collect as 
r day. From which of these two causes the loss proceeds, however, it is | much as can be required in a legitimate way for the day's consumption ; | 
! 
| 





difficult to determine. It is believed, with good reason we apprehend, that | and waste, if then indulged in, will be to the disadvantage of the individual | 
a reckless waste of water does take place in many instances. Taps are | consumer, and to his disadvantage only. We trust that the deliberations of 
left running for hours together, water is liberally given away to neighbours, | the committee on Wednesday next will result in the adoption of some plan | 
and otherwise consumed in a most unreasonable and unwarrantable manner. | analogous to this, for we are quite satisfied that such a system, without | 
The local board, having some suspicion of these practices, have from time | materially inconveniencing the consumer, will prove at once the safest and | 
to time issued notices, but without effect it would seem, seeing that the | the least expensive.—Dover Chronicle, September 5. 
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ORLANDO BROTHERS, | 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, | 
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TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


| TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the _various Gas | 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 





destroyed and entirely past repair. - . | 
J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 
cannot happen in the above improvement. Ps ‘ . _ ‘ 
J. V. feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 


up to the present time. ° i 
The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 


Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, 
Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 


Carriage paid to any part of England. 
WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


London and Provincial Gas Companies, to whom he can T Apparatus, would be obliged by those Companies 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). eer Apparatus to Sanaa of, te send pestieaiae. 
moce of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- | ang Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 
F. 8, will engage to provide all materials and labour, | — Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, | apply, 

or labour only, ipes, wc. , rs - 

Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and PIPES, a See GASHOLDERS, &e. | 
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B2yaN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 


GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous ee Cee 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


numbers are in use. Prices from lis. 6a. 10 1és-60. | "INHOMAS LAMBERT and SON,| PpapDON AND FOR ee 7 








er inch diameter. TENT RRA ID ) > rw sone c 

, BRYAN DonKIN and Co., sponcicninigeethaonendlae napintas PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. SHORT me see Cur, be mre ee GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
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PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main Manufacturers of WeTand DRY Gas METERS, STATION | 

f ’ METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, | 

AMES LYNE HANCOCK'’S | Pire- : Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS, 

The following, among numerous testimonials, will be Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. , 

Manufactory(and Warehouse),Goswell-mews, Goswell- | found very satisfactory :— 
road, London. ‘ «* The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade | Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. “4 ee eo 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubingis now | ‘Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to | AST-IRON Retorts Socket Pipes, 
manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and | state that ‘Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lamp 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, | by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside, sively for seven years past. lt was adopted to obviate | Sight Holes Furnace Doors io Pans. Charging and || 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, | the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the | Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | | 
from 4 inch up to l inch diameter, made in 24-feet | conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer | Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings é 1] 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. | the purpose intended. | PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS || 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, | **T have recommended its use in several provincial | erected complete or the materials supplied; with every | | 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, | towns with which I am professionally conpected,til | description of goods in use by Gas Works in stock, on 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or | have not received any complaint of its having failed: n | wholesale prices, at P 


Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. 
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size to fit the necessary screws, &c. any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is | z , | 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER -AIR-TIGHT | required of it—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, | LYNCH WHITE'S, 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible “*GEDDIE PEARSE. Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, 
LONDON. | 


tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. { “ Messrs, Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 
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Sept. 15, 1857.] 
EDWARD RUSSELL, 


ALMA TUBE WORKS, 


WALSALL, 
Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tube 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON Quay, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
descripticn of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
BOILER & GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of whjch they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most i t Gas Engi s, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


SHEEN, Gas and Railway 


¢ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


wait ER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers: from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 

















scope, Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, | 


Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 
FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


by 
JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted. 
Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co, are the Original Manufacturers» 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
MANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 


CAS ENCINEERING OFFICES, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 


DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; 
combined with both Engine and Boiler, and Portable ; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 


FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 
PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 
off and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. 


Also his 

RETORT SETTINGS, 
by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 
be heated by one Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
now is, and without the production of any smoke. 

Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye 
previous to being submitted to the public. 

Circulars, giving references and every information, 
may be obtained on application as above, 
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BOYLE’S PATENT SILVERED 


FLECTORS 


are the most durable, and are cheaper and better than any other. 


HULETT and CO., Sole Agents, 


Patentees of the only really good 


MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr, 


William Parkinson. 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 


By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 





JOSEPH BOULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police ae of No.1, Coppice-row, 


LO} 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 

J. CLIFF’S 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 








MBENEWTOR. 
SCENT 
WHARF 6000S STATION 


KINGS Cross 
LONDO 















Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newron, Agent for the District, Park 
House, Thornhill Road, ISLINGTON (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 
of Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
Wharf. 





WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W.and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND CO., 
3, INDIAN KiNe’s CouRT, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
sent on application. 


ROBERT MACLAREN & CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 





S. & E. RANSOME & CO., 
31, ESSEX STREET, Stranp, LONDON (W.C.), 
beg to call attention to their 


GAS HEATING & COOKING STOVES 
Price, from 18s, 6d. each, and upwards, 
WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 
MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS-REGULATORS, 
GODDARD’S DUPLEX & ECONOMIC BURNERS 
GAS BATHS, HEATING COILS, TORCHES, &c. 


Also, 
SCHAEFFER’S PATENT STEAM-PRESSURE 
GAUGES, 


ana 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT ALARM WHISTLES, 
for preventing Explosions in Steam-Boilers. 
Drawings and Prices sent on application, 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL BaRNn Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E. M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard 
Street. 








JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON, 

Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. 

N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 








NOW READY, 


OL. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2is., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III, 
and IV. are still on sale, 
W. B. K1na, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 





NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Boxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX. ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. . 

Prices Current to be had on application. 





J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
o 


SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, Rends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c. ; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDB, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London. 


Wittiam SMITH, by the 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjusting 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
great desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas. . 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. j 

Station Meters, Governors, &e.,made on the shortest 
notice. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Di ttto Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromine, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £6. 5s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Ese., M.R.C.S. 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


JAMES OAKES and CO. 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, F. & C. OSLER, 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 4, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from ‘‘ Reaist8RED”’ Desians), with Grass BrancusEs, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OstER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

THRATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


_ These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 











Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES Hors .ey, Agent. 

C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
=e of public buildings, &c.; also civil engineering 

in gene’ 
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JOSEPH CLIFF, collet 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the 
Kingdom. From the peculiar composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM 
SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 
regard to despatch than by any other House. 


=“ re sali Want 


= 













LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY, of the same quality. 
M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4 Wharf, King’s Cross Goods’ Station. 


HULETT AND CO, 55 anv 56 HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same tu 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 














THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED | 








Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 











~~ London : Printed by Tuomas Greaves BARLOW, of 42, Parliament Street, in the cS of St. Margaret, Westminster (at the office of J oseph Clayton, 10, Crane Court, 
Fleet Street); and published by Witt1am Bovcuton Kina, of No, 11, Bolt C 


ourt, Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, September 15, 1857. 














